kensington outlook

59 arlington ave

kensington, ca 94707-1037

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Bringing the Community Together

OAKLAND CA
PERMIT NO. 8058

K E N S I N G T O N

Cemetery
...from Page 1

which can be opened by cemetery personnel and nearby residents authorized to do so.
Anyone who has driven around the cemetery avenues can attest
to their winding and sometimes confusing passages, so the crew
installed two high-reflection “Exit” signs at intersections within
the cemetery grounds to avoid confusion.
Please take this opportunity to plot out your own potential
evacuation routes, and plan more than one! You may not receive

specific instructions about routes in the event of a disaster. And
please—if you have issues with mobility, medical equipment,
organization of kids and pets, or any other factors, or if you live
close to Tilden Park, the most important word in your vocabulary
is pre-evacuation.
When a Diablo Wind Event is predicted, please leave town for a
few days if you possibly can. It will be impossible to evacuate all
of Kensington’s residents in their cars in a matter of a few hours,
which may be all the notice we get.
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Open Up Those Pearly Gates

Screen shots of special district Zoom meetings—left, KPPCSD, right KFPD.

Kensington Districts Adapt to Zoom
By Linnea Due
Kensington is home to two special districts: the Kensington Police Protection and
Community Services District (KPPCSD)
and the Kensington Fire Protection District
(KFPD). The last in-person meeting of the
KPPCSD took place February 13, while
the KFPD squeaked under the shutdown
deadline March 11. After that, both districts switched to webinars on Zoom and
plan to continue with that format for the
foreseeable future.
Board presidents Chris Deppe (KPPCSD)
and Julie Stein (KFPD) had to quickly
figure out how to run a virtual meeting.
Deppe said that his board was able to take
a Zoom training session prior to the first
meeting. “The biggest challenge at first
was getting people onto Zoom,” Deppe
said in a July phone interview. “Some
people had trouble installing the software.
And there were issues promoting people to
panelist or their video breaking up. Even
now, after three months, we’re still having
technical issues getting the meeting
going.”
Deppe said that he was advised that votes
or discussions that were not time-sensitive
should be put off as long as possible, with

the hope that they could wait until an inperson meeting.
Delay was not an option with the KPPCSD’s decision to pay off its unfunded
CalPERS liability with a private pension obligate bond (POB). Papers for the
Capital One-financed bond had to close
by the third week of June, so the KPPCSD
finance committee meeting and two regular board meetings discussing the POB
were held on Zoom.
What happened during these discussions
illustrated some of the problems with
Zoom meetings. Said Karl Kruger, a longtime member of the finance committee,
“During the finance committee meeting,
Chris called on me. He said he couldn’t
hear me because I was on an old computer and I should get a new computer.
So I called the phone number so I could
participate.”
Anyone attending a Zoom meeting can
call a number given by the host—you
cannot see the video but you can hear the
meeting and also speak. However, said
Kruger, “for whatever reason he could not
hear me. So I was not a participant.”
See Zoom, Page 7

By Kevin Padian and Brad Harms
If a wildfire threatens Kensington,
we now have another evacuation route:
through the cemetery. Kensington’s Fire
Protection District board and its police
department have worked together to
begin to implement some of the changes
recommended by the fire board’s traffic
consultants (report at kensingtonfire.org,
also see April Outlook).
The consultants determined that if the
cemetery gate at Sunset and Franciscan
avenues were opened in an emergency,
an estimated thirty percent of traffic
draining west from the hills could be
accommodated through the cemetery’s
roads to the intersection at Colusa and
Fairmount avenues. This would take
a tremendous load off surrounding
cramped and narrow roads, possibly
saving many lives.
KPD traffic officer Brad Harms and
KFPD director Kevin Padian approached
Scott Pennington, the cemetery’s president, who quickly agreed to the proposal.
He also OKed the placement of Emergency Evacuation Route and Exit signs
on the cemetery’s property. Our community owes him a tremendous debt of
gratitude.
On a late afternoon in late July, Officer Harms, Police Chief Walt Schuld,
Sergeant Keith Barrow, KFPD directors
Padian and Larry Nagel, and Pennington
convened at the cemetery with Fernando
Herrera of the county’s Department of
Public Works to begin the installation
of four signs. Residents will find two
new signs at the Sunset/Franciscan gate,
See Cemetery, Back Page
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Dear Neighbors,
I’m running for the West Contra
Costa Unified School District
School Board in newly-created Area
#5 encompassing Kensington, El
Cerrito, East Richmond Heights,
Richmond Annex, the Marina, and
Point Richmond. Our family has
lived in Kensington for over 20
years. Our children have attended
our great local public schools: Brenna is a freshman at El Cerrito High, and Aaron
graduated from El Cerrito High and now attends UC Berkeley.
For over a decade, I’ve worked as a parent leader in our schools empowering
ALL families to have their voices fairly represented at every level of District
decision-making – increasing equity, expanding programs and opportunities, and
improving teaching and learning practices. I’ve earned the trust of the parents,
teachers, and school administrators with whom I’ve worked. I’m honored to be
endorsed by parents throughout our communities and the United Teachers of
Richmond, the organization representing all teachers in our schools.
This is a critical election for our public schools, which face a fiscal crisis and the
challenge of COVID-19. We need fresh ideas and new leadership to address
these
challenges.
I’ll focus
accountable
spending
to theon:
taxpayers, teachers, and families we

Campus and Educational Equity ensuring all students have equal access to

ü quality learning opportunities at schools; that we innovate teaching/learning
practices.

School-Site Health/Safety measures to protect teachers and children during

ü COVID-19 and after, and secure our campuses once children and teachers
are back at school.

Responsible Fiscal Management/Reform ensuring transparent,

serve.
teachers, and families we serve.
ü accountable spending to the taxpayers,
As a successful
successful businesswoman
businesswoman with
with a 20+ year track record
record managing hundred
million dollar
budgets,
I have
thebudgets,
fresh ideas
and
experience
managing
hundred
million
dollar
I have
the
fresh ideasnecessary to
stabilize
and lead
the District.
and
experience
necessary
to stabilize and lead the District.

Learn more about me at www.LeslieforWCCUSD.com. I’d love to have your
vote
November.
Comeinlearn
more about me. I’d love to have your vote in
November.
Parent-Driven, Student-Focused
Leadership
Parent-Driven, Student-Focused leadership.
In Community,
Leslie
(Brenna and Aaron’s Mom)
In Community,

LESLIE
RECKLER

WCCUSD SCHOOL BOARD
The Teachers’ Choice!

www.leslieforwccusd.com

Paid for by: Leslie Reckler for WCCUSD School
Board, 2020 FPPC #1426917

Leslie (Brenna and Aaron’s Mom)

Letters to the Editor
Dear Neighbors,

I’m runningOur
for the
West Contra Costa Unified School District
Reimagining
Community
School
Board
in
newly-created
Area #5 encompassing Kensington,
Dear Editor:
El
Cerrito,
East
Richmond
Heights,
the on
Marina,
As we continue our staying-at-home Richmond
time, I am Annex,
reflecting
the true meanings of
and
Point
Richmond
.
Our
family
has
lived
in
Kensington
for
20
neighborhood and community. In the spirit of learning from aover
challenging
time, I find
years.
Our
children
have
attended
our
great
local
public
schools:
myself gravitating toward a reimagining of community as we continue to move forward
Brenna iswill
a freshman
at Elnew
Cerrito
High,During
and Aaron
from I have sensed
to whatever
become our
normal.
thisgraduated
time of COVID,
El
Cerrito
High
and
now
attends
UC
Berkeley.
a warmth and genuine concern among neighbors. I see masked greetings with smiling
eyes. I hear the genuine questions about each other's welfare and needs. I have enjoyed
For over a distant
decade,conversations
I’ve worked asthat
a parent
in oursocially.
schools Frankly, it has been
the physically
bring leader
us together
empowering
ALL
families
to
have
their
voices
fairly
represented
at
refreshing. Clearly our better angels have been at work.
every
level
of
District
decision-making
increasing
equity,
Perhaps this all seems so clear and obvious when viewed through a lens of very different behaviors. Prior to the relatively minor inconveniences of COVID-19, which have
actually brought out better behavior from so many, it was with great outrage and sadness
that I also saw and was aware of conduct which can only be called shameful. Truly, there
can be no place for actions that target intact families, exploit medical crises, or judge
and shun people based on hearsay. We can all be better than that. We can be respectful
and compassionate even in the face of things we do not understand, and we can open our
minds and hearts to truth before we pass judgment.
So in going forward I am reimagining a community where we are respectful of each
other's privacy, but not inhibited to ask about someone's wellbeing; a community where a
family difficulty or crisis is not seen as an opportunity to drive people apart; a community
where we actively show respect and concern by educating ourselves with the truth; a community where we are open to courageous conversations. None of this is new or original,
but having experienced both kinds of behavior, I am hopeful that when we reach that new
day at the end of this pandemic, we will continue to care genuinely for each other, even
with all our human frailty and flaws. That is the community I reimagine for us.
Loretta McNulty

Less Police News, Please
Dear Editor:
I’ve lived in Kensington 20-plus years and feel compelled to send a short note to the
editor regarding the content and images used in the Outlook’s July issue. With everything going on in the world now, it was jarring to seeing large color images of two
(white) police in uniform and so much editorial content devoted to the police department
issues. The Outlook content often seems biased.
I would like less content about the police and more focus on community events and
local businesses. Include larger photos of local events, artwork, musicians, artists, etc.!
The Outlook can do better about representing its entire community.
Peggy Judge
Survey Says…
Dear Editor:
The Kensington Pathkeepers has created a survey to gauge community support for
public ownership of the paths. See https://kensingtonpathkeepers.org/survey. It will take
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just a few minutes to complete. The website includes a map that shows the path locations.
The paths are an important component of the Kensington community. Many people
use the paths for recreation and for getting around Kensington. They also could be vital
escape routes in the event of a wildfire or other emergency.
Public ownership is critical for continued public access to the paths. Public ownership
would make it easier to secure public and private funding to improve paths and put in
place regular plans for their maintenance. Currently, two of the eleven paths have been
blocked by adjacent property owners. Without public ownership, we run the risk that
access to more paths will be lost.
It is important that we hear from all residents on this issue. Please help us by taking the
survey and providing your perspective.
Rodney Paul
Words Matter, Director Hacaj
Dear Editor:
At the Kensington Police Protection and Community Service District's (KPPCSD)
June 11 meeting, the board discussed whether to approve a deal to pay off $4,544,000 of
the district's CalPERS liability with pension obligation bonds.
Subsequent to the meeting, attorney Paul Dorroh raised questions on NextDoor about
KPPCSD director Sylvia Hacaj’s motion regarding this deal. Did she make a motion to
vote on the deal, or did she make a motion to have the board approve the $4,544,000 deal?
Here's the verbatim of what Director Hacaj said: "I move that we vote on Resolution
#2020-8, a resolution of the Board of Directors of the Kensington Police Protection and
Community Services District, authorizing the issuance and sale of a bond in the principal amount not to exceed $4.544.000 to refund certain pension obligations of the district
approving the form and authorizing the execution of a commitment letter and authorizing the action related thereto."
At the March 28,2019 KPPCSD board meeting, Linda Lipscomb, an attorney and
former KPPCSD director, said, " In court, minutes are the official record of what happened with our district, and will be used as evidence.” Did the board actually approve
this $4,544,000 deal, or not? Words matter.
Katie Gluck
Vote for Progress to Continue
Dear Editor:
As we move into the election cycle, incumbents Sylvia Hacaj and Eileen Nottoli are
running for re-election for the KPPCSD board. Let’s keep in mind how far we have
come in terms of modernizing and significantly improving the district’s operations and
management structure.
Starting with splitting the conflict-of-interest-laden GM/COP position four years ago,
the majority board with Eileen and Sylvia voted to authorize the creation of a comprehensive Policy & Procedures Manual, updated and in compliance with special district
requirements. Throw in a total review of administrative and police staffing and operations by consultants in their fields, resulting in the elimination of an inefficient and
wasteful district secretary position. Now we have knowledgeable experts in budget,
finance, board operations, and payroll. Additionally, the directors managed a complicated renovation project—the community center—keeping it within budget.
At a recent zoom meeting, GM Lindsay said the district is in a very good place fiscally
with the completion of the community center. He touted the competence of the finance
See Letters, Page 6

OCTOBER 2020 DEADLINES:
Advertising Deadline  SEPTEMBER 8
Editorial Deadline  SEPTEMBER 10

The Kensington Community Council is dedicated
to the improvement, development, and education
of the community, and to the promotion of social
welfare in Kensington. It enriches the community
by providing educational and recreational programs for all ages and by publishing the Outlook,
a monthly newsletter that covers local events and
issues.
KCC also provides a forum for all Kensington
community groups to meet and coordinate their
respective efforts toward the common good of the
community.
Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are
those of the writers and do not reflect the opinion
of the Outlook, its editor, or the Kensington Community Council. Letters must be signed and include
the resident’s phone number and address (which
will not be printed). Letters 350 words or under
will appear in the print edition (space permitting).
Any letter over 350 words will be printed in the
online edition only. Publication of letters and articles is subject to space and the editor’s discretion.
Obituaries of Kensington residents are printed
without charge. All material must be received by
the 10th of the month preceding issue date; submit
by email to editor@kensingtonoutlook.com. No
press releases or PDFs; Word documents or text
in the body of an email are acceptable. Use one
space, not two, after all periods.
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Community E ducation

Kensington Afterschool
Enrichment Program
Traditionally, Kensington After School Enrichment Program (KASEP) offers
approximately 50 different classes to students in kindergarten through sixth
grades. There are 3 sessions each year: Fall, Winter and Spring. Classes are
held in the Recreation Building, Community Center and Kensington Park, just
down the hill from Kensington Hilltop School. KASEP classes are run by the
Kensington Community Council (KCC) a nonprofit organization in Kensington of
over 50 years of service to the community.
For Fall 2020 KASEP classes are planned to resume online starting September
21st. Registration for the online classes will begin on September 1st. We will
be offering many of your favorite classes including Judo, Circus Arts, Spanish, Math Club and Coding plus some new fun art classes. You can check our
website for updated information at kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org. We are
continuing to monitor the guidelines from WCCUSD and will phase in on-site
classes once we are able. Health and safety requirements will be in place to
provide a safe environment for our in-person KASEP classes including extra
deep cleanings, masks, sanitizer and social distancing.
We will be following the new daily schedule adopted by the WCCUSD and
will hold all our classes at 3:00 pm or later when the school day has officially
ended. You will notice that we have scheduled two shorter Fall sessions. This
will give us the flexibility to adjust our schedule if needed in these rapidly changing times. As the semester progresses, we will do our best to also adjust our
classes to reflect any changes in the school schedule.
Parents will be happy to hear that KCC has gone back to our previous registration system, CivicRec, and we are working hard to have the program up
and running smoothly before our September 1st registration date. Many of our
longtime users will see that their registration information is still on the CivicRec
site. We ask that all parents please update your child’s or children’s information before the registration on September 1st, especially contact and medical
information.

KCC Summer Movie Night
and Fall Parade
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The Summer Movie Night and the Annual
Fall Parade and Picnic have been cancelled due to the Pandemic. Although
both events are held outside they usually
attract between 200 and 300 Kensington
neighbors and friends. We look forward to
a time in the future when we can gather
at the new Community Center or on the
big lawn.

N SIN G

October 1970

KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington Ave., Bldg. E (Across the grassy
field above the tennis courts in Kensington Park), Kensington
CA 94707. E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com, or call 525-0292. M-F:
11:30am-5pm. Our website is: www.kensingtoncommunitycouncil.org.
Tennis Court Reservations: For weekends and holidays only,
beginning at 9am.
Call the KCC office for info. Court Fees: 45-min. singles reservation: Residents: $2; Nonresidents: $5.
Kensington Community Center Rental Info: Please call
Andrea at the KPPCSD (Kensington Police Protection and
Community Services District) at 510-526-4141.

Kensington Path Scavenger Hunt
We loved hearing about all the people who trekked the Kensington paths and answered the questions posed in our scavenger hunt. Two families managed to answer all correctly,
and we congratulate and recognize them for their diligence:
• Rowan Maxwell with her mom Erin
• Natalia Montoyo with her sister and cousin
Raxakoul Coffee & Cheese has prizes for these diligent path
adventurers!
Here at long last we provide the answers for everyone else.
Note that we encouraged walkers to avoid the Westminster
and Marchant paths, which are narrow and steep. The names
of the paths can be found on our paper map and the one
at https://kensingtonpathkeepers.org/maps
1. How many steps on all the Kensington Paths?
Our count is 481. But there are paving stones that make an
exact count difficult. We accepted any number between 475525.
2. Which path has the most total steps? Which path has
the fewest?
Beloit has the most and Beverly the fewest (although Westminster and Marchant were acceptable answers).
3. Which paths have round utility holes about 2-feet in
diameter (not including Westminster and Marchant paths)?
Beloit and Stratford. Willamette and Ardmore were also
accepted.
4. Which path has two lanes (and is therefore well suited
for social distancing)?
Ardmore!
5. Which path has the most wooden railroad ties?
Beloit.
6. Which paths have railings? Which do not?
Ardmore, Beloit and Coventry are the only paths with railings.
7. On which path or paths can you see the Golden Gate
Bridge?
Beloit, Willamette and Coventry. Stratford was also acceptable (you can see a tiny bit of the southern approach).
8. There’s a large metal gate on the Beloit steps. Find it
and tell us which animal figures you see on it. How many
people are on it?
There are 4 animals: 2 cats, 1 dog and 1 squirrel (that might
actually be a cat). There are 14 people: 6 members of the
Altenberg family on a bus, Barb, the nuclear engineer, 3
people riding bikes, 3 workers and 1 gardener.
9. There’s a green sign on one of the paths. What does it
ask path users to do?
“Help keep paths clean and beautiful!”
10. Which path has a sign with the path name on it (not a
number)?
Ardmore.
Congratulations to everyone who took the Kensington Path
Scavenger Hunt challenge. We hope more will follow in their
footsteps!

K E N S I N G T O N

Page 4

G

The GRUBB Co.

All sold with very favorable terms for the seller above the offering prices with no
contingencies closing in a record number of days.

215 WILLAMETTE AVENUE, KENSINGTON

New Listing! Tasteful updates with quality finishes throughout. Walls of glass to enjoy the
gorgeous Bay views. Enter through a private courtyard garden to level in living. Wide staircase
leads to versatile lower level with two additional BR’s and family room, bath. Move in condition.
Offered at $1,595,000

7400 CUTTING BLVD, EL CERRITO

Just Sold! Pano SF Bay Views! Distinguished
developer R.E. Meadows own residence
c.1967. 3BR/2.5BA
Originally offered at $1,298,000

9 MARCHANT CT, KENSINGTON

Just Sold! The ultimate in English Cottage
style. Charming two bedrooms, one and onehalf bath plus separate bonus space.
Originally offered at $989,000

315 RUGBY AVE, KENSINGTON

Just Sold! Very spacious 2BR/1BA 1940’s
home with sophisticated fresh California
style. Large parcel with separate workshop.
Originally offered at $989,000

914 CLARK PL, EL CERRITO

Just Sold! Recognized Bee Renovated team
has beautifully redesigned and updated this
Modern Napa style farmhouse. 5BR/3.5BA.
Originally offered at $1,488,000

If you are interested in selling or knowing the value of your home in todays market, call me!
The appointment is complimentary and confidential.

Ruth Frassetto, CRS

CalDRE Lic. #00779030
Over 41 years of experience you can count on
510.697.8606 | 510.652.2133/414
rfrassetto@grubbco.com
Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.

Virtual Candidates' Forum Octobeer 10. See Story Next Page

Electioneering
Comes to Town

By Linnea Due
Two director seats are up for grabs in
each district. The KPPCSD has four
candidates: incumbents Eileen Nottoli
and Sylvia Hacaj and challengers Elaine
Stelton and Lynn Wolter. The fire district
fields three: incumbents Don Dommer
and Larry Nagel and challenger Jim
Watt.
The October Outlook will feature
interviews with all candidates and a
Q&A with each offering his or her views
on issues facing the districts. KPOA
and KIC have ganged together to offer a
virtual candidates’ forum. See story on
page 5.
Most importantly: Be sure to vote. If
you are voting by mail, cast your ballot in
plenty of time.

Back to School –
Back to Basics
Is your pet free of worms and
parasites? Now is a good time
to check. 10% OFF for a
simple fecal and
Giardia test to
help ensure that
your pet is
healthy and happy.

Call 510 . 528 . 0797
to make an appointment today.
www.kensingtonvethospital.com
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Explaining the Pension Obligation Bond

By Christopher Deppe, board president, KPPCSD
At the June 11 meeting of the Kensington Police Protection and Community Services
District (KPPCSD) the board authorized refinancing our current unfunded accrued
liability (UAL) to CalPERS, which stood at $4,424,408. We were paying 7 percent interest on that amount, and under the new financing arrangement we are now paying 3.85
percent. The net savings to the district over the 20 year term is estimated to be over one
million dollars.
There’s a lot to unpack here and hopefully this article will lend some clarity on the how
and why of all this. First, what is CalPERS and how does it work?
CalPERS stands for California Public Employees Retirement System. All of our fulltime safety employees are enrolled in CalPERS. CalPERS administers and pays out the
pension benefits of eligible retired employees. Both the employer (in our case the district)
and the employee pay into CalPERS while they are working. Before 2016, the district
paid all of the employee contributions, but the 2016 agreement with the police officers
association began requiring employees to pay a portion of their share, and in the latest
agreement, employees will pay their complete share as of July 2021.
Money paid to CalPERS goes into a pool shared by a number of different public agencies, and that pool is invested in various types of instruments. The assets in the investment pool are used to pay out current pension payments.
In a perfect world, investments earned by the CalPERS pool would fund current pension obligations. However, predicting future pension amounts is not a perfect science, as
this depends on life expectancy and other factors, not the least of which is rate of return
on the investments. In the past, the return on investments has not been sufficient, so pension obligations have been effectively underfunded. We, like almost every other public
agency, have over time accumulated an unfunded accrued liability, which is what was
referenced at the beginning of this article.
CalPERS requires us to pay off this unfunded liability. We pay both a portion of the
principal owed and interest on the amount owed, the interest being what is known as
the discount rate. CalPERS determines the discount rate based on their expected rate of
return. Note that while this rate does change over time based on return on investments, it
does not fluctuate with actual yearly returns, which can of course vary wildly. Instead it
is smoothed out over time. As mentioned, the rate is currently 7 percent.
Now we come to the pension obligation bond. This May, Kosmont Transaction Services
presented an offer to the KPPCSD for facilitating a pension obligation bond. While pension obligation bonds can take many forms, this was a straightforward transaction. We
would issue a bond for $4,424,408, Capital One would purchase the bond, and we would
pay back Capital One that amount, plus a fixed 3.85 percent interest, over a period of 20
years. The amount paid would be virtually the same every year. We have the option of
refinancing after 10 years (if at that point we could get an even better deal.)
To contrast that with our past arrangement, we were paying a variable interest rate that
stood at 7 percent, amortized over a 26-year period. This meant that our payments would
start to increase rapidly over the next 13 years, and then fall over the next 13 years. Our
CalPERS UAL payment in 2033 would have been $487,431, and now our payment will
be $331,625. The estimated net savings is estimated to be $1,172.000.That is based on the
current rate charged by CalPERS, which can always change, but it has not varied much
over the last 40 years. It is very possible that it will go down in the future, but it would
have to average below 3.85 percent over the next 26 years for this deal to not show any
savings. It’s of course impossible to predict the future, but since 1980 the rate has been
between 7 and 8 percent. If the rate drops .25 percent per year (a typical delta when the
rate does change) for 26 years straight, moving to almost zero, an extreme scenario with
no historical precedent, the average rate of return would be still be 3.6 percent, in which
case the bond would virtually equal the rate if we had not paid off the UAL. If we look
to the past as some kind of indication, in the last 26 years the average discount rate has
been 7.7 percent, and that period included the dot-com crash and the financial meltdown
of 2008/2009.
Another aspect of the deal that is not often mentioned is that we now know exactly
what our payments will be no matter the market conditions, which makes long-term
budgeting much easier and our finances more predictable. This alone is worth a lot, at
least in my opinion.
I can’t speak for other board members, but I looked at all sides of the deal proposed,
and I decided it was worth going ahead. Of course we (the board) could have chosen to
do nothing, but that would not make the current UAL go away. For me the choice was
simply between keep paying 7 percent or whatever CalPERS decides and live with the
uncertainty, or go with a fixed payment schedule that will provide stability and very
likely substantial savings.
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KPOA and KIC to Host Two Meetings
Including Candidates’ Forum

News and Notes

By Anna-Maria Hertzer
It has been a full house at David and AnnaMaria Hertzer’s house on Ardmore Road
since the end of May when daughter Emily
Hallowell, her husband Stephen, and their
children, Claire (four years in September) and
Teddy (Theodore John, two in August) moved
in so that their San Francisco condominium
could go on the market.
On June 29, Anneke Alice was born, weighing 6 pounds 15 ounces and measuring 19.5
inches. Anneke shares her birthday with
great-grandmother, Ann Matilda Kennedy
Hertzer (known as Anne), who was born in
1906. Anneke is the Dutch diminutive for
Anne and Anna, and Anneke is Anna-Maria’s
childhood nickname. In late September, the
Hallowell Five plan to move to their recently
purchased house in Lake Forest Park, one of
the first suburbs north of Seattle.

By Rob Firmin
The Kensington Property Owners Association (KPOA) aims to see that residents learn
of the wide variety of challenges and decisions the community faces. That means digging into issues to gather all the relevant data and meeting with individuals and organizations to learn differing views. And it means holding public policy meetings where
residents can hear all the facts from various agencies and individuals.
Two of these meetings are imminent. KPOA has a joint meeting planned with the Kensington Improvement Club (KIC) via Zoom on Saturday, September 26 from 10am-noon.
Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara will address fire insurance coverage, changes
to the FAIR program, and how hardening of homes may become required in our area.
In addition, KPOA will join with KIC in offering a Zoom meeting on October 10. That
meeting will feature a candidates’ forum for open seats on the fire district and police and
community services district.
Some issues studied this year are the reports of the Matrix police evaluation addressing officer training, performance objectives, and metrics, and evaluation of contracting
proposals. We found the reports lacked adequate analysis of salary and compensation,
and we recommended against additional taxes for policing at this moment.
A second issue studied was the architectural design for the Public Safety Building,
which did not make room for the police department. The fire board has agreed to submit
a building plan that would accommodate both Kensington departments, although the
latest proposal remains inadequate. This issue is unresolved.
Kensington residents also may feel impacts of short-term rental properties, possible
elimination of parking at El Cerrito and North Berkeley BART lots, and difficulty in
obtaining fire insurance for our homes. We have met with officials overseeing these
questions and will be following up to publicize developments.
Upcoming meetings will provide residents well researched information on the topics
listed above and others and will provide an opportunity to speak with officials managing
these issues.

Passings

Paul Zimmerman, a native of Kensington,
lost a valiant two-year battle against cancer
on July 4, 2020. He was 49 years old.
Paul attended local schools and graduated
from Maybeck High School and The Academy of Art College. He was a member of Boy
Scout Troop 100 and enthusiastically enjoyed
the troop’s annual fifty-miler hiking trips.
He always said that it was more like ninety
miles!
He lived in Seattle for fifteen years and
while there established a successful business
providing litigation support services to law
firms and corporations. Continuing the business, he and his family returned to the Bay
Area in 2016, settling in Lafayette.
He is survived by his wife, Daniele Rubcic
and son Fenyl, of Lafayette, and his mother,
Barbara Zimmerman, of Kensington.
Larry Michael Sullivan, longtime treasurer of the Friends of the Kensington
Library (FKL) and a retired Lt. Commander
in the United States Navy, passed away on
Tuesday, May 12, 2020, suddenly and unexpectedly, at his home in Kensington at the
age of 78.
Born on April 13, 1942, in Des Moines,
Iowa, Larry was the son of Rodgers Sullivan and Mary Millicent Needles Sullivan.
He enlisted in the United States Navy in
1961 and spent the early part of his career in
submarines. In 1965, he commenced studies
in the Naval Enlisted Scientific Education
Program at the University of Washington in
Seattle, WA, graduating in 1970 with bachelors and masters degrees in electrical engineering. He went on to complete two Western
Pacific cruises and serve as missile officer on
the USS Sterett.
Larry and Ann Younggreen were married
at Laurens, IA in 1965. Ten years later, the couple moved to Kensington when Larry was
assigned to Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo. Larry retired from the Navy in 1983
with the rank of Lt. Commander.
Larry was an enthusiastic supporter of the Kensington Library and its programs, and
a longtime member of the FKL. He joined the Board of Directors in 2002 and served as
the organization’s treasurer from 2003 until his death.
Larry was a devoted husband and loving caregiver to his wife of almost 55 years,
Annie, a retired architect and Kensington resident. After she was disabled by a stroke,
he was her primary caregiver for the last ten years of his life.
In addition to his wife, he is survived by his brother Harold P. Sullivan and wife Paula
of Centennial, CO; a nephew Jon L. Sullivan and wife Nichole of Highlands Ranch,
CO and children, Zander and Terra. Also surviving are two stepsisters, Mary Ann Duff
Wolfe and Theresa Duff Handsaker.
The family requests that memorial gifts be made in his name to the Friends of the Kensington Library in care of Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave., Kensington CA 94707.

Planning is Everything
• Wills & Trusts
• Gifts & Estate Tax

• Probate
• Elder Law

The Law Offices of
Bonnie K. Bishop
Certified Specialist, Estate Planning • Probate & Trust Law
State Bar of California, Board of Legal Specialization

510 • 526 • 7144
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1760 Solano Avenue, Berkeley, CA

Sylvia Townsend and the Kensington Improvement Club organized the first post-COVID "distancing" path
cleanup August 8. Stratford Path was the grateful recipient. At first the blackberries were winning, but
now pedestrians can pass in relative safety. But watch your step along 100-year-old bumpy paving. KIC
reminds us that with public ownership of the paths, we could fix trip hazards! Photo by Sylvia Townsend.

What's a Red Flag Day?

By Kevin Padian and Larry Nagel, KFPD Board
The National Weather Service issues Red Flag Warnings when atmospheric conditions
are ideal for wildland fire combustion. Drought season is on us, temperatures are high,
humidity is low, and dry, warm winds may prevail (Diablo Wind Events are manifestations of this). These conditions can occur from late spring until late fall, until the first
rains arrive.
What should you do during Red Flag Days? And how will you know about them?
You should pick up clues naturally from the temperature, humidity, prevailing winds,
and weather reports. Radio stations such as KCBS (740 AM) and local TV stations
announce Red Flag Days. You can also consult the county Office of Emergency Services
(cwsalerts.com), but they may not post these warnings. It’s best to use your common
sense and judgment. During a Red Flag Warning:
Don’t use outdoor grills, especially charcoal grills. Embers can start a fire.
It’s illegal to burn trash or yard clippings under any conditions, so don’t do that.
Don’t use power tools that can generate sparks, like chain saws and welding equipment.
And no gas leaf blowers and mowers, please!
Don’t drive your car across fields or on tracks that have high grass; you can ignite a fire
with sparks or heat from your catalytic converter and engine.
If you smoke, take special care to dump your ashes and butts in a safe receptacle.
Pack a go-bag and keep it handy, along with an emergency radio (battery-powered).
See the July Outlook for more details. (P.S. The library has copies of Outlooks going
back decades.)
A Diablo Wind Event (DWE) occurs during hot, dry conditions when a strong wind
comes out of the north-northeast, across Tilden Park, which has not burned in over 125
years. There is a great historical buildup of fuels there, despite the best efforts of our
park’s fire crews to mitigate them. Winds can approach 45-50 mph in Kensington; fires
can travel 3-4 mph and send flaming embers miles in advance. DWEs happen several
times a year and last several days; they determine PG&E’s “planned shutoffs” of power
in the area, which can make your communication with the outside world very difficult.
What should you do during DWEs? If you have problems with mobility, if you need
access to powered medical equipment such as CPAC machines, if you have small children and pets who will take a while to organize, or if you’re just not comfortable, especially if you live near Tilden Park, local officials say Don’t wait—get out. Pre-evacuate.
Load what you want in the car, take yourself a couple of hours away to a fire-safe locale.
A couple days’ vacation may cost a few bucks, but it’s a small price to pay for security
and relief.
Remember how you felt the last time smoke filled the air and ash covered your cars and
patios from unchecked wildfires. Don’t wait to evacuate if you feel you should. And if
you smell smoke, don’t hesitate: call 911!
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...from Page 2
and business manager, office assistant, and clerk of the board. After some hiccups, our
KPPCSD runs smoothly. Gains have also been made with the KPD, with recent recommendations from two interim chiefs to alter the culture and establish procedures.
We are truly on the path to 21st century governance. With our current board, we have
directors who take input from consultants and implement the recommendations, a major
change from prior boards.
I hope residents take the time to review the progress we have made and vote to keep us
on track with trustworthy, meticulous governing. A vote for Eileen Nottoli and Sylvia
Hacaj will keep us moving in the right direction.
Marilyn Stollon
Running Deficits
Dear Editor,
My wife and I have been Kensington homeowners for almost thirty years. I have
attended KPPCSD board meetings regularly for almost ten years. I was appointed to the
finance committee by then president Tony Floyd. Over the years our committee worked
with three general managers. The last, Tony Constantouros, was a well qualified GM
and was doing a good job. This spring the KPPCSD board decided not to renew Tony’s
contract and to hire Bill Lindsay as interim GM, who then hired Walt Schuld as interim
Chief of Police. Our community lost on both counts. Both managers came from Bay
Area agencies with a long history of not controlling their budgets and running deficits.
At the first June finance committee meeting the new GM strongly recommended
acceptance of a proposal from Kosmont TS to refinance our CalPERS Public Obligation Bonds of $4.4 million with variable interest rates to a $6.5 total obligation including a firm interest rate of 3.85 percent. This was done shortly after the city of Larkspur
received a 3.05 percent interest from the same transaction service. And it was done over
the very strong objections of a couple of finance committee members who insisted on a
review of a competitive offer. During our second finance committee meeting in June the
2020/21 budget presentation was poorly done with documentation and fiscal year items
missing from the budget.
At the July meeting the finance committee was asked by our interim police chief to
approve leasing five new police vehicle at a total cost of $326,725 over five years. It was
a verbal presentation! In my many years on that committee, every request by a GM to
replace a police vehicle was granted. All seven Kensington police vehicles drive only
40,000 miles annually. We never leased cars, especially for $65,245 each. The board
ultimately approved only three of these vehicles.
So what has our community gained by the board not renewing the contract of an experienced GM, instead bringing in a management team that does not know us, does not
find out who we are, and may be very temporary?
Karl Kruger
Local Police Need a Home
Dear Editor:
Chief Schuld, and his predecessor Chief Simpkins, have done a remarkable job of
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transforming our police force from an entity that was disfavored by some in the community to a force that is now respected by the vast majority. I do believe that our current
KPPCSD board deserves credit for that; however, we cannot have local police unless we
have a building to house them.
The remodel of the shared Public Safety Building is a real concern because if we have
nowhere to house our police, we have no "local" police force. As members of the current
KPPCSD have previously explored contracting out our police services to outside entities, such as El Cerrito, without having a vote of the public, one would hope the delay
and inaction on the PSB is not another way to seek to outsource Kensington police by
either KPPCSD or fire board members.
Election season will soon be upon us for both the KPPCSD and the Kensington Fire
Protection District. I would urge all Kensington residents to learn about the candidates'
and incumbents' views and opinions on finding a means to keep Kensington police in
Kensington and within the same fire and police services building that has successfully
housed both entities well before I first moved to Kensington in 1982.
Richard Karlsson
Follow the Actions
Dear Editor,
With election season on us, it is worth considering the voting record and actions of the
KPPCSD incumbents up for reelection.
One such critical action was at the height of exploring contracting out on June 27, 2019.
At that meeting, the board approved sending out a Request for Proposal to four agencies: the Contra Costa Sheriff, Berkeley, Albany, and El Cerrito. At the time, El Cerrito's
financial duress was easily discoverable.
 	This meeting was noteworthy for another reason. Within the RFP sent to the agencies,
there was absolutely no mention of the duly adopted 2009 Voting Rights Ordinance that
requires a vote of the people regarding contracting out of our locally controlled police
department. Further, the incumbents chose not to support a motion even reaffirming the
intent to let the citizens have a vote. This can be found around 44 minutes in the meeting
video.
The incumbents had previously run on transparency, responsible decision-making, and
listening to the community. But do their actions reflect that?
Peter Liddell
Born to Be Weil
Dear Editor:
Thanks for the article about East Bay Heritage Quilters and all the great work they/we
do (July Outlook). Carolyn Weil is listed as the distributor of crafts. Her name is Weil,
not Wild. She's a wonderful, interesting person, and a great gardener, but not Wild.
Charlotte Strem

Special Candidates' Edition in October Outlook

EAST BAY LUXURY PROPERTIES

coming soon

dream home!

must-see!

88 NORWOOD AVENUE

ZIPCODEKENSINGTON.COM
8 8 NORWOOD AVENUE

monterey colonial with 3,300 + sq ft, private grounds & views

15 ARLIN GTO N L AN E
charming bungalow on cul-de-sac

pending

48 MOS SWO O D ROAD
secluded 4BR, 2.5BA University Hill home close to Cal, downtown Berkeley and Elmwood

73 61 CL ARE M O NT AVE NUE
hillside, historic seven-unit estate near The Claremont

J O S H D I C K I N S O N · B R O K E R , Z I P C O D E E A S T B AY · D R E 0 1 9 1 8 1 8 3 · 5 1 0 . 3 2 3 . 3 6 6 9
Give us a call or email us at hello@zipcodeeastbay.com if you’d like to know more about these properties or if you’re considering selling your home. We’re here to help!

ZIPCODEEASTBAY.COM · a certified B Corporation & Green Business · 380 COLUSA AVE, KENSINGTON · 510.323.3669
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More confusion followed. During the board meeting at which the POB vote was taken,
finance committee member Jim Watt was frantically trying to speak; he was waving his
hand, thinking that Chris Deppe could see him. But the webinar format is different from
the regular Zoom meeting format at which everyone is a participant.
In the regular version, the Raise Hand feature is obvious—plus people can see each
other. In the webinar format, everyone can see and hear those who are designated panelists, but the audience is not visible and cannot speak unless un-muted. To raise one’s
hand requires hovering over the lower part of the screen, which is otherwise blank,
clicking on “participants” when that word appears, after which the Raise Hand feature
is activated. If one is only familiar with regular Zoom meetings, this sequence is neither
intuitive nor apparent.
The fire board has not had as much trouble with Zoom, though it too uses the webinar
format. “The first one we were really nervous,” said board president Julie Stein. “It’s
not hard to use, but you have to familiarize yourself with all the controls. If you don’t
use it often, and then come in cold, you have to go look for who wants to talk.” The fire
board has taken to trying to get the directors in place at least fifteen minutes before the
meeting starts, to iron out technical difficulties before the public switches in. “You can
do that as long as you don’t talk about business,” Stein said, referring to the Brown Act,
which forbids directors from discussing district matters in private.
Stein thinks there are positives to Zoom: “I’ve found that we’ve gotten more work done
than ever,” she said. “It’s easier to schedule meetings because we don’t have to find a
room. We have more people attending our Zoom meetings than we’ve had in-person.
And I think it’s added more structure to our meetings. I’ve been watching the El Cerrito
and the Berkeley city councils, which are more formal. They don’t get all involved in a
back and forth with the public. We’re in that little room [at Building E] and people shout
things out from the audience. You can’t do that with Zoom.”
Zoom’s audio can be a blessing and a curse. Said Chris Deppe: “Only one person can
talk at a time. It’s not a real-time collaboration software. Zoom lets one person be the
speaker—and the software decides who gets the microphone, so it’s not really democratic. People have to coordinate their talking. The best way would be to have people
raise hands if they wanted to talk, and then I would un-mute them. In theory, it sounds
great. But not everybody likes to be muted by someone else. And also the muting/unmuting is a little funky.
“In person, you can get a sense of when someone is done talking. And you can make a
gesture that you want to say something,” he continued. “You can’t do that in Zoom. So
that’s been a real challenge to try to make things orderly and also give everyone a chance
to talk.”
Jim Watt and Karl Kruger wanted the bond to go back to the finance committee for vetting before the board vote. Both believe that Zoom’s deficiencies added to the confusion.
“That was a very important meeting, that’s where we decided whether we will go with
the POB,” Watt said. “I never got a chance to talk. If it had been a regular meeting I can
just walk up to the microphone. OK, Zoom is a godsend for the problem we have right
now. But it’s not the same as having a meeting. I would go up to the microphone, I would
hand them something I wanted them to look at, and I can’t do that. Your ability to communicate is restricted.”
Several people commented that these are public meetings—but you don’t know who
is there. “You can’t see how many or who is in the audience,” Watt said. “You see the
directors and the GM and nobody else. You don’t rate very well. It’s psychologically not
good. You have no idea who else is there.”
Kruger also found the invisibility confounding. “Linda Lipscomb raised the issue of
whether everyone can be seen,” Kruger said. “Zoom does not help because you don’t
know where you are [in the speaker list] or how long the line is. Jim couldn’t get in there
though he was trying so hard to talk. Zoom is not an ideal platform for a major expenditure. We committed the district for twenty-plus years.” But, he finished, “I understand
why we’re doing it. We don’t have a lot of choice.”
Said Deppe, “This might be the new normal for an extended period of time. It’s true
that as a member of the public, you can’t see other attendees. We try to delay board business that absolutely doesn’t need to be done. But I can’t see this changing before the end
of the year. It’s getting worse, worse than it was when we did the first lockdown. We just
have to make this work somehow. I tried to think of ways to streamline the meetings,
but we have to let the public have their say and take the votes individually. It just takes
longer.”
There’s no doubt that Zoom meetings are more cumbersome and may have negative
repercussions. Unfortunately, while the virus has us in its sights, Zoom meetings are
here to stay.
(See Christopher Deppe's story explaining his reasoning for supporting the pension
obligation bond on page 4,)
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CAFÉ & BAKERY
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

372 COLUSA AVE
KENSINGTON CA 94707
(510 ) 596 -9935
M–F: 7AM - 5PM

WEEKENDS: 8AM - 4PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ WWW.SEMIFREDDIS.COM
OR AT OUR STORE IN BERKELEY, 3084 CLAREMONT AVE.

BAKING WITH PRIDE SINCE 1984

MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN
Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs
Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN
THE EL CERRITO HILLS,
OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES,
SERVICES AND FACILITIES
101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of
Fairmount Ave.
Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

•

EL CERRITO

•

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111

Locally Owned & Operated

JOHN DEY,
Owner

13 Years Experience
Excellent
References
JohnCDey@Gmail.com

DEY & NIGHT HOUSESITTING

Deys:

610 – 4638

Evenings:

233 – 1848

Stay Safe. Stay Healthy.

PS CAMPUS

PS JOY
PS HOME

LICENSE #721226

AURORA

PAINTING & DECORATING
Serving Bay Area Customers for 20 Years

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
WATERPROOF COATINGS
WOOD RESTORATION
COLOR CONSULTATION
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
SENIOR DISCOUNT
BONDED • INSURED
KENSINGTON REFERENCES

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

510 · 655 · 9267
www.aurora-painting.com

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

•
•
•
•
•

Interior and exterior
Waterproofing
Renovation and restoration
EPA certified painters
All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

At Prospect Sierra, whether on campus or at home, we
help your children become successful students and caring
people who strive to build a better world. At the heart of
everything we do is joy.

prospectsierra.org
Bay Area Green Business - NAIS Model School of the Future - Ashoka Changemaker School
US Department of Education Green Ribbon School
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Classified
Ads

AC K L E Y P R O F E S S I O N A L PA I N TING SERVICES 40 years experience makes
a difference! We strive for clear communication and follow-through. Free estimates.
License#528381. 510 -232- 8896 , c el l: 510 2 2 0 - 4 0 21 l a r r y a c k l e y19 53 @ y a h o o . c o m

The

Professional
Tree Care Company
Caring for trees since 1978.

Our services range from consultation
through all aspects of tree health care and
removal.We have a 100% recycle policy
for all materials generated by our activities.
Certified arborists, licensed/insured.
www.professionaltreecare.com

510 · 549 · 3954 or 888 · 335 · TREE

AU RO R A PA I N T I NG & DE C O R AT I NG .
Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood restoration, color consultation. License #721226. Kensington references. 510-655-9267 for free estimate.
BR IDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top
quality, int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish,
Sr. discount, fully ins., Lic. 639300, free
est., see display ad inside. 510 -232-3340
COLLECTIONS OF U. S . & WOR LD WIDE STAMPS & STAMP COLLECTIONS
WANTED. Revenues & Locals. New & used.
Smaller & larger quantities. Please contact to
arrange a meeting and/or viewing. Call 510529-9033 or e-mail: donaldsellis@yahoo.com
DESIGN-BU I LD - CONTR ACTOR - Kensington area resident with 40+ yrs experience in
residential remodeling/renovation, specializing
in handicap accessibility. New kitchen? Add a
second bathroom? ADU/Tiny house? Lots of local
references. Learn more at: Yelp or www.baywoodbuilding.com - Call Robert at 510-798-5808
FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit.
Sensible, lasting workmanship by 3rd genera tion fine furniture m a k e r, Hu t t o n i o
Brooks. 510-526-4749. www.huttonio.com
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, CLEANUPS
& DESIGN – Experienced team of 2 dedicated
to the art of gardening. Garden restoration, tree
pruning/ trimming, garden designs and veggie bed
installation at affordable rates. Call Chris at 510655-0157 or email: yourgreengardeners@gmail.
com - Check us out at: yourgreengardeners.com
H A N DY M A N B RUC E , S m a l l j o b s a n d
repairs, fences, decks, painting, and
a r o u n d t h e Ho u s e r e p a i r s . A l s o r e pl a c e
lo ck s a nd lo ck s m it h r e p a i r. 510 -528 -3419

P E T E R t h e PA I N T E R – S u m m e r S p e c i a l!
Get a f ree estimate f rom a Kensington
f a v o r i t e . I n t / E x t L i c . I n s . 510 575 -3913
PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHER - Quality
Headshots to Family Portraits. Nan Phelps
Photography located at 398 Colusa Ave. Learn
more at nanphelps.com or YELP. Contact:
nan@nanphelps.com or phone 510-528-8845
TUTORING: Supplement distance learning
with private tutoring. Current Master’s student
at Cal GSE. 5+ years experience. All ages,
most subjects. $40/hr. online, $50/hr. in person
Email: julianlevine@berkeley.edu for more info.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE!

Connect with us throughout the week.

SUNDAY MORNINGS

KENSINGTON
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •
• A delivery service for
community residents.
• Sponsored by community-based
businesses.
• Customized same-day
deliveries to your doorstop.
• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.
~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

RECENT LISTINGS FROM RED OAK RE ALT Y
484 CRAGMONT AVENUE, BERKELEY
LISTED FOR $1,249,000
3 bd / 2 ba · Pretty as a picture, Cape Cod
style! Spectacular GG views, chef's kitchen,
big family room, spacious deck and yard.

849 ARLINGTON BLVD, EL CERRITO
LISTED FOR $1,249,000
3 bd / 2 ba · Mid-century view home
designed by Lyman Conrad Jee. Beautiful
courtyard and Japanese garden. GG views!

Check our website for details and
more ways to connect:

MAJ Realtors® – Alissa Custer
#1703944 · 510.460.5105

www.uucb.org
— Supporting beloved community —

BRIDGE
PAINTING
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
Interior • Exterior

Careful Preparation
for a Lasting Finish!
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

232-3340
Insured PL & PD • State Lic. #639300

5370 ROSALIND AVENUE, EL CERRITO
LISTED FOR $825,000
3 bd / 2 ba · Classic Mediterranean with oldworld charm and modern amenities. Sunny
backyard with deck, flagstone patio, lawn.
Grace Bishop
#1245471 · 510.872.4512

2224 CALIFORNIA STREET, BERKELEY
LISTED FOR $998,000
3 bd / 1 ba · 1908 Craftsman bungalow
refreshed with elegant modern finishes.
Cook's kitchen opens to an expansive deck
and backyard with custom playhouse!
Grace Bishop
#1245471 · 510.872.4512

#1 IN KENSINGTON ∙ redoakrealty.com

Design/Build
Earthquake Strengthening
Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls
Drainage • Remodels • Additions
Leak Investigations
Property Purchase Inspections

510.524.8058

www.IronwoodEngineering.com
License B444427

.

CLASSIFIED ADS Monthly Rates $7.00 per
line ($14.00 minimum). There are 45 spaces per
line. Count each letter, punctuation mark, and
space between words. Classified ad form available online at: kensingtonoutlook.com or email:
advertising@kensingtonoutlook.com. Completed
classified ads must be prepaid (payable to KCC)
and received by the 10th of the month preceding
publication. Mail to: Kensington Outlook PO Box
2212 El Cerrito, CA 94530

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS

Online Worship at 11:00 a.m.
followed by a virtual Coffee Hour.

SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor
since 1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall,
interior or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626.
Se n ior d i s c ou nt . Ji m A l le n 510 -526 - 439 9
W I N D OW C L E A N I NG – 30 ye a r s i n
the biz. Homes or com mercial. Free
e s t i m a t e. Refe r e n c e s ava i la b l e . C a l l C a t h e a t 510 -52 4 - 918 5
or email:cathed@sbcglobal.net
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Scott Ward
#1490471 · 415.225.4593

H ELPI NG H A N DS - Custom ized conc i e r g e s e r v i c e s: h o u s e h ol d h e l p, o r g a n izat ion, shoppi ng, well ness, appts,
tech help. Ken si ng ton resident, local
r efe r e n c e s . 510 -735 - 69 65. Pe g g y
K ENSI NGTON CON T R ACTOR – K it ch ens & bat hs, exper t home repai rs, pai nt i ng,
water proof i ng. Reliable. Lic#606634
T homa s C u n if f Con st r uct ion 415 -378 -20 07
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YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-OWNED ALTERNATIVE
FOR ALL YOUR HAULING NEEDS.
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
OVERGROWN VEGETATION CLEARING • QUALITY WORK

(510) 367-5695
WWW.TRASHPATROL.COM

or dial

510 HAULING



428-5464

D. A. FLOWERS
& C O M PA N Y, L L C
Comprehensive
Personal Financial Planning
&
Investment Management
fee-only
call for a free initial consultation

David A. Flowers, CFP®
Kensington Resident

(510) 868-2648
2213 5th Street, Berkeley, CA 94710
info@daflowersandcompany.com

www.daflowersandcompany.com

The Library is Open!
By Kara Sheetz, Librarian
On June 15, the Kensington Public Library re-opened to the public for Front Door
Service. Our building remains closed to visitors, but you can place items on hold and
schedule an appointment for contactless pickup once they arrive. While the way we are
doing things has changed to fit our new reality, we remain committed to serving the
Kensington community as we navigate our way through current events.
In addition to filling holds for specific requests, we also offer grab bags for children’s
materials. Grab bags include five books, chosen by library staff from what is on hand,
and patrons may choose one or more categories. Currently the categories we offer are
board books, picture books, easy readers, early elementary and upper elementary. The
last two include both fiction and nonfiction books.
We hope to expand the grab bag options to include teen and adult options. Magazines
are also available for checkout, including titles that usually do not circulate, such as
Consumer Reports.
On August 6, the library began automatically renewing items. This service is especially
helpful in our current environment as coming to a library may be challenging. Items that
cannot be renewed, like our Lucky Day collection, will not be automatically renewed. If
an item has been requested and is on hold, it cannot be renewed.
Our book drops remain open 24/7. We are currently quarantining returns for at least 96
hours, or 4 days. This does not mean you have to return items before their due date, as
the library does not charge late fees.
As soon as our branches closed this past March, librarians across the county began
migrating programs to an online format. One of the benefits of our programs going virtual is that location is no longer a limiting factor for being able to attend! There is a lot
to choose from. From online story times to guided meditation; from ESL conversation
groups to arts lectures, there is something for everyone.
For those that have enjoyed past arts lectures, we have two upcoming talks scheduled
that may interest you: Bouquets to Art on September 22, and Last Supper in Pompeii:
From the Table to the Grave on October 27. Docents from the DeYoung will give both
lectures as Zoom presentations.
Join us for CoCo Reads, a community-wide read of How Much of These Hills Is
Gold by C. Pam Zhang. We encourage you to check out a copy of this debut, Bookernominated novel about two Chinese American orphans trying to survive during the
California Gold Rush and find a sense of home. The author will speak during a Zoom
presentation on October 28 at 7pm. Check our library events calendar and Facebook events page or call the library for more details on these scheduled events and more.
Beginning July 1, Kensington Library pivoted to new hours. Our new hours are Tuesdays 1pm – 8pm, Wednesdays & Thursdays 11am – 6pm, Fridays & Saturdays 10am
– 5pm. You are welcome to call us during our open hours for assistance with placing
holds and making appointments for pickup, getting a library card, choosing grab bags, or
questions. Connect with the library online at ccclib.org or at (510) 524-3043.
The next Outlook will feature multiple areas of Distance Learning Support offered by
the library, including free online tutoring, ABC Mouse and many others. For help right
now, contact the library.

