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KCC Fall
Pledge Letter
Dear Neighbors,
To begin the Kensington Community Council Fall Pledge letter
this year, I would like to say what
a remarkable community we live
in!
Earlier this year I was pleased
to go before the KPPCSD board
and announce that if Measure L
passed, the KCC Board would
pledge $250,000 toward the renovation of the Community Center.

Paella, red rice casserole, and strawberry shortcake were just a few of the standout dishes at parties across Kensington
at last month’s National Night Out. Above, Lynn Wolter (top row, 7th from left, next to KPPCSD Director, Linda Lipscomb
[in red sweater] and NNO Coordinator, Officer Doug Wilson) played host to one of the largest groups – a two-block
combination party and delicious potluck in upper Kensington. KPPCSD Director, Chuck Toombs and wife, Nancy, were
also present (2nd row, 2nd and 3rd from left), along with many other neighbors and not a few fabulous cooks among them!

Look to the Stars Sept. 13th!
September is always the best weather for star
gazing in Kensington, and in that spirit, the
Kensington Community Council will be showing Pixar’s Wall-E on Saturday, September 13th
on the big lawn by KCC’s Building E. Thanks to
generous help from Pixar Studios and two local
sponsors, Kensington’s Mechanics Bank and
Marvin Gardens Real Estate, KCC will be sponsoring the second of its summer family movie
see Movie Night, Page 4…

Unfortunately, Measure L did
not pass. In many communities
that would be the end of it, but
not in Kensington. Being unincorporated, we are used to doing
things for ourselves, and as so
many times before, the resilient
members of our community are
stepping up to move the project
forward. Recently, an anonymous
donor from our community has
started the ball rolling by donating $1,000 towards an eventual
renovation of the Community
Center. As was expressed to me,
a donation towards the renovation not only helps to make our
Community Center safer, but ultimately benefits us all financially
and reinforces the proud character of our community.
The KCC provides a number of
see Pledge Drive, Page 5…
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Letters to the Editor

Proud Sponsors
of the music at the
Kensington Farmer’s
Market every Sunday!

Writ Attorneys’ Fees
The Gang That Couldn’t Shoot Straight...A
Fitting Resolution (sic)
Editor:
Take the gang of nine’s properties through
eminent domain and force their sale to
pay the $250,000. This amount represents
grand larceny committed against the citizens of Kensington. If they don’t want to
face criminal charges they need to pay up
quickly. Their instigators knew what they
were doing and need to cough up.

401 YALE AVENUE, KENSINGTON ~ 3br/1ba ~ $TBD
Beautiful vaulted ceiling, high-end remodeled kitchen and bath.

814 PARK WAY, EL CERRITO HILLS ~ 3+br/2ba ~ $695,000
Country cottage with views and magical gardens. 10,000 sq. ft. lot.
JUST LISTED ~ 6529 Barrett Ave, El Cerrito ~ 3br/2ba ~ $TBD
COMING SOON ~ 130 Norwood Court, Kensington ~ 3br/2ba ~ $TBD
SOLD ~ 228 Cambridge Ave, Kensington ~ 3br/2ba ~ Listed at $765,000
SOLD ~ 216 Willamette Ave, Kensington ~ 3br/2ba ~ Listed at $569,000
SOLD ~ 6 Franciscan Way, Kensington~ 3br/1ba ~ Listed at $739,000

289 Arlington Avenue 510.524.0800
www.marvingardens.com
I

Amy Kurzer

~P. Simack, Seller

KENSINGTON MARKET UPDATE •

• Coventry Road
• Coventry Road
• Yale Avenue
• Trinity Avenue
• Franciscan Way

LIST PRICE

SOLD PRICE

BR/BA

$1,050,000
$895,000
$760,000
$750,000
$739,000

$1,200,000
$1,100,000
$790,000
$750,000
$747,000

3/2
4/3
4/2
3/3
3/1

• Pending Sales: 5
• Active Listings: 7

0000000000900
Source: EBRD - MLS Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

For each Kensington home I sell, I make a donation to the Kensington Education Fund.

“I’ll Take the Short One”
Walter and Gretchen Gillfillan
Celebrate 60 Years of Marriage
It was a double blind date. As Walter
and his friend approached the two young
women, Walter said, “I’ll take the short
one,” and the rest, as they say, is history.
Three daughters, four grandchildren, and
sixty years of marriage later, Gretchen
says, “My heart still skips a beat when
Walter walks in the room.” (And that’s
with a pacemaker!)
Loving, caring, supportive; everyday,
Walter and Gretchen bring the word ‘marriage’ to life.
Join daughters Gayle Gillfillan, Alison
Rose, and Catherine Ann Pacos in congratulating Gretchen and Walter on the occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary.

Michael Jordan

What More Could One Ask?
To the Editor:
Since we Kensingtonians seem to tussle
over nearly everything, I might as well add
my two cents on this Colusa Circle question: as far as I’m concerned, the Circus
Pub is as good as ever. I particularly like
the monthly Bangers & Grass live shows,
and it’s a fine place to watch a Giants
game.
Sincerely,
Rodney Paul

www.amykurzer.com

I was very much
pleased with
the services you
provided, your
knowledge,
and the ease
with which you
guided us
through the
process.

The local bar for dirty politics against the
99% by the 1% has just been raised yet
again.

What more could one ask for from a pub?

Broker Associate
510 . 387 . 0723

•

The gang of nine needs to search their
collective souls and work out their clear
financial responsibilities for this heinous
attempt at subverting our local elected
governments’ discretionary funds. The
ringleaders knew what they were attempting was a reckless disregard for the community and did it anyway because they
lost the last election fair and square and
had to contrive this fools errand with a
few critically challenged ducks to pad the
complaint. Shame. Their idea all along
was imposing the horror of making the
citizens pay the price for voting them out
of office decisively. Double shame.

now traveled outside our community;
the KPPSCD hired Hanson Bridgett to
‘defend’ the Court of Appeal ruling to the
California Supreme Court, even though
the decision isn’t being appealed. Seems
the ACLU thinks it’s bad case law and put
in a request to ‘depublish’ it, which would
have no effect here, but would prevent
other municipalities suing their constituents over supposed free speech violations
from citing it.
In another deficit budget year and with
a leaky youth hut roof to repair, our
KPPSCD has doubled the legal limit recommended by their own finance committee from $75,000 to $150,000 so as to fund
these ‘adventures.’
Wow?
Anna Shane

Where Have All the
Library Materials Gone?
Answer: the Library’s Annual giveaway.
As a former employee and patron of the
Kensington and El Cerrito libraries I am
disheartened by the massive discarding
of materials the library system does. No
collection is spared. The only materials
kept are those in mint condition and the
most current. Recently I went to browse
the Kensington Library’s books on CD
and found that half had been withdrawn.
Upon investigation I discovered that a
deputy country librarian had removed
these materials during the branch manager’s absence. She did not ask what patrons
like or looked at circulation statistics to
see that the Kensingtonians check out a
lot of books on CD.
In another example of indiscriminate
weeding, the children’s collection at the
El Cerrito Library has been cut in half.
Likewise many of their expensive, irreplaceable, and lovely coffee table books
have been discarded.
Weeding used to be done by careful guidelines such as contemporary fiction that has
not circulated in years, or removing non-

Huh?

see Letters, Page 5…

Dear Editor,
There is no CPI increase this year, but
after passing a deficit budget the KPPSCD
is raising our property taxes under Measure G anyway, using the ‘depletion of
reserves’ loophole.
The District recently lost that dragged
out harassment case. It’s estimated fighting rather than settling added $300,000 in
legal expenses.
The directors won on appeal their suit
against their own constituents, using the
surprising claim the public had no right to
know, ergo the motive had to have been
intimidation, ergo free speech violation.
(The constituents were routinely named/
shamed/blamed in the Outlook – “Friends,
tell them to stop!” so anyone may justly be
amazed by the chutzpah.)
Gillette announced they will pay Hanson
Bridgett even more to sue them yet again.
(Ironically this appears to be another of
those spending ‘decisions’ taken without
public notice and without public debate.)
These ‘executive decision’ capers have

The opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are those of the contributors, and do not
necessarily represent the opinion of The Outlook, its editor, or the publisher, the Kensington Community Council. Residents are invited to submit letters on matters of interest to
the community. Letters must be signed and include the author’s address and phone number
(address and phone will not be published). Publication is subject to space limitations and
the editor’s discretion. Letters of 250 or fewer words are preferred. One letter per person,
per issue. (PLEASE NOTE: Modern digital customs call for one space, rather than the
traditional two, after all periods.) E-mail preferred, to: Editor@KensingtonOutlook.com
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C O M M U N I T Y E D U C AT I O N
KASEP

ADULT EXERCISE CLASSES

Kensington
After-School Enrichment
Program

Great for Kensington Seniors!

Fall 2014 Session - Welcome Back to School!
What to Know About KASEP After-School Classes
• Online Registration Start Date: Tuesday, September 2nd at 7:30pm.
Visa, MasterCard, and Discover cards accepted.
• To view class schedule, read course descriptions, and register, go to:
www.KensingtonCommunityCouncil.org
• Class enrollment is on a first-come
basis – there is no more lottery. To make
online registration go smoothly, create
one family account. Returning families,
make the change to your child’s grade so
you can register for the correct classes.

September Special Deal – Save $98!

B

If you come to Jazzercise and/or Body Sculpting in September and sign
up for one year, then the month of September is FREE; you will be
charged a monthly fee of just $40 per month, starting in October. The
processing fee of $49.00 is waived.

• This is a 14-week session. Classes
start on Monday, September 15th and
end on Friday, December 19th.
A

JAZZERCISE
Monday-Wednesday-Friday,
8:15-9:15am • Ongoing w/Kevin

BODY SCULPTING
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
9-10am • Ongoing

* New Classes Added *
Tuesday-Thursday, 8-9am
Ongoing, with Susan Brown

Body sculpting is shaping your
body to look leaner, more toned,
and strengthened. Register at class.
Come join the fun and get healthy.
Just bring a mat and weights and
we’ll get started!

Both classes at the
Kensington Community Center
Questions? Call Kevin at 486-2728

EXCITING NEW CLASES FOR FALL 2014
In Memory

This spring, KCC asked families to complete an online survey. We asked your
feedback about our
classes
and input about classes you’d like to see offered. Based
Joan
Gallegos
on your request
for
additional
sewing
classes, Lynn Crook, our sewing instructor, is
Beloved Kensington civic
servant,
offering
two
more
sewing
classes
on
Tuesdays.
political watchdog, and harmony vocalist par
excellence,
died
Februarydance
22nd. classes, resulting in two new classes this
We heard
your
desire for
children’s

REGISTRATION

(Obituary next
month.) and Zumba-Latin Dance on Thursdays.
fall: Master Movement
on Fridays,

KASEP Fall Rest
2014 offers
a wide range of classes, and we invite you to review the
in Peace
brochure and class descriptions. We’re personally very excited about the class offerings, the creative and rich subject matter, and the quality of the instructors!
New Kindergarten Classes: 11:30am – 1pm
Zoo Art, Wednesdays
Banjo Sing Along, Wednesdays
Little Sprouts – Gardening, Fridays
Story Dancing (previously Jelly Jam), Fridays
New Classes, Grades 1-6 (As Below)
Jewelry Making, Monday, Grades 1-6
Wire Sculpture, Monday, Grades 2-6
Digital Photography, Monday, Grades 4-6
Puppet Craft Movie Club, Monday, Grades 3-6
Additional Sewing Classes, Tuesday, Grades 1-6
Beginning Mandarin, Tuesday, Grades 1-4
Chocolatier Creations, Wednesday, Grades 1-6
Late Circus Class, Wednesday, Grades 4-6
Zumba and Latin Dance, Thursday, Grades 1-6
Cartooning, Friday, Grades 3-6
Junior Gardener, Friday, Grades 1-3
Master of Movement/Dance, Grades 1-3

C

D

F

E
A) The summer flew by, and the ten weeks of KCC Summer Camp were the best! A special thanks
to Ethan Houser and Emiliano Carrasco-Zanini, a dynamic counselor duo who provided a great
summer of sports and games, art, tennis, and life-long friendships; B) Exercise instructor, Kevin
Knickerbocker, and students; C) Stacy Jennings, Zumba Gold instructor; D) Paul Grunland,
Maybeck Historian; E) Summer camp friendships; F) “Bubbles making fun.”

Tennis Court Reservations: For
weekends and holidays only, beginning at 9am. Call the KCC office for
information. Court Fees: 45-minute
singles reservation: Residents: $2;
Nonresidents: $5.

KCC/KASEP Office: 59 Arlington
Ave., Bldg E (Across the grassy field
above the tennis courts in Kensington Park), Kensington CA 94707.
E-mail: kccrec@yahoo.com, or call
525-0292. M-F, 10am-4pm.

Community Ctr Rental Info:
Please call Kensington Police Protection and Community Services
District (KPPCSD) at 526-4141.

Maybeck Estates Historical Walk
Sunday, October 26th, 3-5pm
Admission $15 per person

Zumba Gold® 		
Stacy L. Jennings
Licensed Zumba Instructor

Walking tour of Bernard Maybeck
Estates on Purdue Avenue returns
with Paul Grunland, leader of various
historic walks. On this walk Paul will
share some history of the Maybeck
family and of Bernard Maybeck,
renowned architect of the Arts and
Crafts style. Original and still current homeowner, Bob Shaner, will
share personal experiences of building his own home and working with
the Maybecks.

New Class for Seniors, Age 55+
Fridays, Kensington Comm. Ctr.
Time: 9:45am-10:45am
Start: Friday, September 5th • First
class is a demonstration and trial.
Regular Admission $8 • First Class
FREE! Zumba – check it out!

To reserve, call KCC at 525-0292.
Limited to 30 participants. Parking
is limited; carpools recommended.
Meet at the corner of Kenyon and
Grizzly Peak Blvd. Heavy rain cancels; if drizzling, we will walk.
Maybeck served as a mentor to other
architects, including Julia Morgan.
Most of his work was done in the first
half of the 1900’s; the First Church
of Christ, built 1910 in Berkeley, is
believed by some to be his finest work.
He also designed SF’s Palace of Fine
Arts, and was famous for combining
various architectural styles.

Zumba Tone: Work your hips and
stomach with core-based movements,
learn thrifty footwork to strengthen
calves and ankles. Perfect for active
older adults who are looking for a
modified Zumba® class that recreates
the original moves you love at a lowerintensity.
How it works: The class introduces
easy-to-follow Zumba® choreography that focuses on balance, range of
motion, and coordination. Come ready
to sweat, and prepare to leave empowered and feeling strong.
Benefits: Class focuses on all elements
of fitness: cardiovascular, muscular
conditioning, flexibility and balance.
More Info: Contact Stacey Jennings at
staceysavage@msn.com.
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Neighborhood
Neighborhood Notes
Notes
Remembering Joan Gallegos

1226 Lawrence St., El Cerrito Hills
Pending: Petite 5BA/2BA

825 Galvin Drive, El Cerrito Hills
Sold: Mid-Century 5BR/3BA
Originally offered at $1,198,000
Days on the market 14
Sold significantly over the asking price

Orignally offered at $748,000
15 days on the market
Sold with multiple offers

1156 Sutter Street, Berkeley

8352 Kent Court, El Cerrito Hills

Sold: Craftsman 4BR/3.5BA.

Sold: 5BR3BA. Co-listed with Marcia Weske

Originally offered at $1,595,000
Days on the market 15
Sold significantly over the asking price

Originally offered at $998,000
Days on the market 14
Sold significantly over the asking price

Kensington MarKet snapshot - June, 1 2014 - present
• 7 Available Listings • Average List Price: $478 per sq. ft. • Average days on the market: 44
• 5 Pending • Average List Price: $400 per sq. ft. Average days on the market: 24
• 17 Sold • Average List Price: $473 per sq. ft. • Average Sales Price: $496 per sq. ft.
• Average days on the market: 29

Strategically priced properties, beautifully presented and artfully marketed are my specialty.
Considering selling or just wish to know the value of your home in today’s market? Call me. The
appointment is both confidential and complimentary. It would be my pleasure to meet with you.

Ruth Frassetto, CRS

Over twenty-seven years of experience you can count on.
510.652.2133/414
rfrassetto@grubbco.com
Visit GRUBBCO.COM for additional information about current listngs.
Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Data provided by East Bay Regional Data - MLS.

Namaste and welcome to Delhi Diner. Your dining
experience with us is assured to deﬁne itself by
authenticity, excellent service, delectable cuisine and
a receptive, warm and welcoming ambiance.
We look forward to making your visit memorable.
Now offering freshly cooked Lunch Specials,
including Vegan and Gluten free offerings.
Over 25 entree’s to choose from starting from only $8.95.
~ Home delivery available. Please call for details ~

Community members gathered at Inn Kensington on July 31st to remember our
neighbor and good friend, Joan Gallegos, who died earlier this year. July 31st would
have been Joan’s 83rd birthday, and it
seemed fitting that friends gathered to share
ice tea and birthday cake and sing happy
birthday. Drew Lehman did a wonderful
job not only organizing the event but also
arranging what everyone referred to as
“Joan’s table,” with photos, flowers, her
hat, a cold glass of ice tea, and of course,
her crossword puzzles…The Kensington
Community Council (KCC) will install a
park bench to dedicate in memory of Joan,
who was a KPPCSD Director for 12 years,
served on the KCC Board for several years, and was an inveterate supporter of
Kensington Park. The bench will be located by the upper lawn, across from Building
E, and dedicated at the October Parade and Picnic. Thank you, Joan, for all the years
you gave to your community.

Around Town This Summer and Fall…
Clockwise from right: New KPD Reserve Officer, Jefferson Rosete got his badge
pinned by his fiance`, as his proud mother
looks on, at August’s KPPCSD meeting.
• KCC honored KASEP teachers with a
summer Appreciation Lunch at Building E.
• Pastor Tony, M.Div., D.V.M., will offer
a spiritual blessing for pets and owners at
noon on Sept. 27th at Arlington Community Church’s 4th Annual Blessing of the
Animals – free, at the Kensington Community Ctr. (See back page.) • Contractor, Nick
Beaucage, who has returned to Kensington
to manage his civil engineering firm, says,
“I believe if houses could be recalled, like
cars, most of ours would be. I know we
can do a lot to strengthen our homes during
remodeling or retrofitting – the real plan is to have a livable habitat after ‘The Big
One.’” Call Nick at 685-2591 for more information. • Middle schooler, Vaidehi Dandekar, presented her study, Driver Behavior at Intersections at the August KPPCSD
meeting, as Chief Harman assisted.

Live
India classical
everyn music
Frida
y

We offer free parking during dinner behind the Citibank building
and we proudly offer indoor and outdoor catering services.
1373 Solano Avenue, Albany CA 94706 • www.Delhidiner.net

Call for reservations at

KENSINGTON

BERKELEY

510.528.5000

We look forward to meeting you and hope you’ll stop by
to check dates for our cheese and tea classes, as well as
sample our various cheeses, specialty tea and house-roasted
coffee. In addition to our cheese, tea and coffee we also carry
artisan chocolates that must be tasted to be believed.
We offer free delivery for PARTY PLATTERS.

Country Cheese
Company

OPEN Tuesday thru Saturday 9:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. • Closed on Mondays

• 299 Arlington Avenue •

Purchase of stamps & drop-off of prepaid mail available at our Kensington Store.

KENSINGTON

510 - 647 - 8330
www.countrycheesecoffee.com

Stop by our two other Markets located in Berkeley:
2101 San Pablo Avenue
1575 Hopkins Street
Berkeley • 841 - 0752
Berkeley • 526 - 1333

Wall-E! Wall-E!
…Movie Night, from Page 1
nights out under the stars on a giant screen.
The movie will start at 8pm (dusk), but
families are encouraged to come at 7pm
with a picnic dinner (or purchase a hot dog
dinner) and join neighbors and friends for
the fun. Bring everything you’ll need to be
comfortable in the evening air – especially
jackets, blankets, and beach chairs.
The movie is free to everyone, but in
the spirit of a fundraiser, the hope is that
people will be generous with their dona-

tions. This year KCC will be selling hotdog
or sausage dinners, popcorn, movie candy,
bottled water, and coffee or hot chocolate
as refreshments, and glow bracelets for
the kids.
A raffle will be held before the movie
with prizes including a free KASEP class,
Nations pies, and Pixar memorabilia.
Raffle tickets will be sold at the KCC
office from September 8th through the
night of the event. Raffle tickets can be
purchased – 5 tickets for $5, or 12 tickets
for $10. For more information, call Marty
at the KCC office at 525-0292.
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KCC Pledge Drive

Vanessa Cordova
and Others Vie for
KPPCSD Seats

…Pledge Letter, from Page 1
important services to our community at
the Community Center, such as the afterschool educational programs (KASEP),
with over 45 classes for kids in Kindergarten through sixth grade, and the KCC
Summer Day Camp, for a fun and educational summer experience. Like many in
our community, KCC is anxious to see
the necessary renovation be made to the
Community Center. And, I might add, the
KCC has been a financial sponsor of past
renovations of the Center.

Vanessa Cordova, a 14-year resident of
Kensington, who is enjoying a second
appointment to the Kensington Municipal
Advisory Council (currently in her sixth
year on KMAC), has thrown her hat in the
ring for one of the three KPPCSD board
seats that will be in contention in this
November’s election.

Let’s keep the ball rolling! Your contribution, of any amount, will be greatly appreciated. You have the option of earmarking
your contribution for the renovation or for
the continued success of our KCC programs.
KCC maintains a separate account for
the Community Center renovation; if
you would like your contribution committed to the renovation project, please
note “Community Center Fund” on your
check. Please use the envelope included in
this paper to send us your donation today.
(If the envelope is missing, please send
your donation to Kensington Community
Council, 59 Arlington Avenue, Kensington, CA, 94707.)

KPPCSD Candidate, Vanessa Cordova

Cordova said, “I’ve spent the last two
months meeting with many residents and
stakeholders, as well as a few electeds.
I’ve listened and debated. And after much
contemplation, and with broad and diverse
community support, I’ve decided to throw
my hat in the ring for a KPPCSD seat.”

PAGE 5

Wildfire Mitigation:
Theory & Practice

Save the Dates!

The Kensington Public Safety Council
(KPSC) and Kensington Fire Department will present a free class, Identifying Wildfire Risks, on Wednesday, Sept.
10th, 2-5pm at the Kensington Community Center, followed by field practice on
Wednesday, Sept. 17th at the Arlington
Community Church. (RSVP interest in
attending to kensingtonpsc@gmail.com.)

Oct. 19 KCC
Fall Parade & Picnic
Want to march? Call 525-0292.
Oct. 26 KCC’s
Maybeck Historic Walk, 3-5pm.
Register at 525-0292.

Work sessions are planned on Thursdays
from 2-5pm through September. Volunteers of any age are invited to help – your
community needs you! (Signed release
required.) Recommended reading: The
Homeowner’s Guide to Wildfire Prevention, by Robert Sieben.

Back to School –
Back to Basics
Is your pet free of worms and
parasites? Now is a good time
to check. 10% OFF for a
simple fecal and
Giardia test to
help ensure that
your pet is
healthy and happy.

Interior • Exterior
Quality Preparation • Expert Application
10% cheaper than competitors’ rates
jppaintingcoberkeley.com

Call 510 . 528 . 0797
to make an appointment today.
www.kensingtonvethospital.com

510 • 524 • 4366
Cappuccino

•

Espresso

•

Fine Pastries

Specializing in European Style
Sausages, Meats, Cheeses

Thank you for your continued support!

Large selection of German and British products.

Anne Forrest, President
Kensington Community Council

Previously, Cordova served as public
information officer/spokeswoman for the
Alameda County Public Health Department and the Marin County Parks Department and Open Space District, where she
reports having received commendation for
service from both county boards of supes.

German Beer on Tap • Wine by the Glass
Delicious made-to-order Sandwiches
Mon – Fri 8 - 6; Sat 8 - 5

Library Books Missing?
…Letters, from Page 2

235 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito • 524 - 4622

fiction, namely legal and medical material
that no longer has accurate information.
Ordering replacements is rarely done now.
There is no interest in keeping historical
or archival materials.

Cordova moved to Kensington in 2000,
but was first introduced to the community,
she says, while babysitting kids from Step
One Nursery School during her days as a
Cal student. “The moment I drove past its
postcard gateway, I knew one day I’d call
Kensington home.”

Last year I attended the annual giveaway, knowing I would find Spanish children’s books for impoverished schools in
Mexico. While browsing the many aisles,
I overheard two teachers decrying what a
shame it was that the library was giving
away such a valuation resource. Need I say
more? Please write your county library,
Jessica Hudson, if you feel the way I do.

Should 41-year old Cordova prevail in
the election, she says it’s likely she’d
be the youngest resident to be elected in
Kensington, as well as the first Hispanic.
“While that prospect certainly excites me,”
she said, “for now, I’m focused on becoming the most informed candidate with the
broadest community support.”

GRADES 6 - 8

•

A R C H WAYS C H O O L . O R G

Louise O’Dea,
El Cerrito

Other candidates for the November election to fill the seats that will be vacated by
directors Tony Lloyd and Linda Lipscomb,
and for current Board President, Len
Welsh’s seat (to which he was appointed
1-1/2 years ago to fill the vacancy left by
Mari Metcalf’s abdication) include Len
Welsh, safety/health consultant; Steven
B. Bates, construction consultant; Simon
Brafman; Peter Conrad, school construction inspector; Derek Suring, businessperson/realtor; Rachelle Sherris-Watt; and
Kim Zvik, IT professional and prior Board
candidate.

BEAUCAGE
ENGINEERING
0000009
Nick Beaucage, P.E. C80395
Professional Engineer
and Kensington Resident
Full Service Design and Planning
for Residential and Light Commercial
New Construction
Additions and Remodels
Earthquake Strengthening

• Limited space for 2104-2015

• Small classes

• Financial assistance
available

• Project based learning

• Please contact admissions
to schedule a tour

• Social emotional
curriculum

(510) 685-2591 Cell

All candidates will be invited to present
brief statements for the October Outlook.

nickbeaucage@yahoo.com

MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN
Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs
Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN
THE EL CERRITO HILLS,
OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES,
SERVICES AND FACILITIES
101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of
Fairmount Ave.
Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

o u t l o o k

•

EL CERRITO

•

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111

Locally Owned & Operated

Sept. 14 is

Back to
School
Day!

Katie Morford
will be sharing
tips from her
new book,
The Best
Lunchbox Ever.
Photo by Mark Altenberg

Back to School — Farmers Rule!

Sign up for our newsletter online: KensingtonFarmersMarket.org

k e n s i n g t o n
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Writ of Mandate –
‘Case Dismissed!’

It’s 2013 2014, but

Computers

can still be a challenge...

Mac & PC
iPad & more

Setup & Repair • Business & Home
Great local references • We come to you

May Technology • maytc.com• 932-4021

East Bay
Appraisal Service
When you need an appraisal in the East Bay

�

D AVI D LYONS

Certified Residential Appraiser
CA Lic. # AR012106

616 Santa Fe Avenue • Albany, CA 94706

Tel: 510.525.6683
Fax: 510.525.3994

• Real Estate Sales •

▲

Reasonable
Rates

• Purchases •
• Property Management •

~

Housecalls

Elvira J. Orly • Machell Realty
Kensington Native & Former Professor
at UC Berkeley School of Law (Boalt Hall)

510.384.5606

UPDATE: On the writ of mandate case
filed by seven Kensington residents against
the Kensington Police Protection and
Community Services District (KPPCSD)
Board, and three individual directors, in
October 2012 –
Subsequent to the April 30, 2014 Court of
Appeal decision against the plaintiffs, on
August 1st, the plaintiffs filed a request
for dismissal of the case “without prejudice.” (This means they preserve the right
to re-file the case at a future date. Such
a re-filing would be subject to the April
2014 Court of Appeal opinion.)
As previously reported in these pages, the
case against the three individual directors
was dismissed by the Court of Appeal, and
the case against the Board sent back to the
trial court, “for proceeding consistent with
(that) opinion” – along with a comment by
the Court of Appeal that the probability of
success on the merits as to the Board was
“questionable at best.”
In 2012, plaintiffs Leonard Schwartzburd,
Dairlyn Chelette, Mabry Benson, Catherine De Neergaard (removed on 10/20/13
but still listed as a plaintiff on the 8/1/14
dismissal), Cathie Kosel and Jeffrey Koehler (both removed 11/2/2012), Celia
Concus, Eyleen Nadolny, and Llewellyn
Stanton sued the KPPCSD and three of
its five directors, individually: Chuck

UUCB Explores
Open Space
Development
It’s been reported that the open space
around the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Berkeley (UUCB) – popular with many
Kensington and El Cerrito residents for its
view of the bay and park-like feel – may
disappear if the church moves forward
with its plan to sell that space to a developer. This may be necessary, according to
church representatives, because of declining membership and revenues. However,
a group of the church’s neighbors, having
learned about the plan, is seeking alternative ways to help support the church and
still keep the open space.
According to the UUCB’s FAQ’s, the land
would be parceled as 11 plots for singlefamily residences located on Craft Ave. in
El Cerrito, and Lawson Rd. and Highland
Blvd. in Kensington. The fire road trail
would be paved to provide automobile
access to the new houses. This new street
would connect Craft Ave. and Lawson
Rd. The church says it plans to put profits
from any land sale into an endowment to
support upkeep of the church grounds and
buildings. Plans for development have
been under way for at least two years. The
congregation is expected to vote on it this
fall. If the plan is approved, formal hearings will probably begin, according to the
church, in 2015.

See Writ, Page 8
After learning of the possible development, church neighbors met informally to
discuss concerns about the plan’s impact
on the community’s environment and
quality of life. At that meeting, the neighbors agreed the best way to preserve the
open space is to work with the church to
find alternatives to development.

PAINTING & WATERPROOFING Inc.
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

•
•
•
•
•

Interior and exterior
Waterprooﬁng
Renovation and restoration
EPA certiﬁed painters
All work guaranteed

510.654.3339
www.omnipainting.com

KENSINGTON
DEYLIVERY
• A New Community Serv ice •
• A delivery service for
community residents.
• Sponsored by community-based
businesses.
• Customized same-day
deliveries to your doorstop.
• Single and/or multiple orders for only $7.

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL (510) 610-4638.
~ Brought to you by John Dey & Night Housesitting ~

Marc A. Dronkers

A World of
Extraordinary

Insurance Broker • PERSONAL & BUSINESS SPECIALIST

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION DAYS:

� 34 years experience
� Homeowners/Auto Packages
� Agents for ENCOMPASS, Hartford, Safeco, Chubb & Fireman’s Fund

Elementary School (K-4) Sunday, November 2, 12:30 - 3:30pm
Middle School (5-8) Sunday, October 26, 12:30 - 4:00pm
admissions@prospectsierra.org

YOUR RELIABLE SOURCE FOR QUALITY COVERAGE

Crist, Fritschi & Paterson, Inc.
• Insurance Agents and Brokers since 1937 •

266 Grand Avenue, Suite 230 • Oakland, CA 94610

510 - 433- 4207 • mdronkers@aol.com • CA Dept. of Insurance • License #0358590

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL �K�4�

MIDDLE SCHOOL �5�8�

510.236.5800

510.528.5800

prospectsierra.org
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Sept. 2 KASEP Online Registration,
7:30pm.
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30 Family Storytime. Picture books, songs, and rhymes.
Stuffed animals & pajamas welcome.
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave.
6:30pm. Free. 524-3043
Sept. 2-4 Jazzercise & Body Sculpting Classes begin (8-9am & 9-10am
respectively), Tues./Thurs., on-going.
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Taizé meditation
and brown bag lunch at Arlington
Comm. Church, 52 Arlington. 9:45am.
Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24 Yoga at Arlington
Community Church 52 Arlington
Ave. All ages. 4:45-6pm. Drop-ins welcome, small fee. 525-1881.
Sept. 4 Women’s Fellowship at Arlington Community Church 52 Arlington Ave. 6:30-9pm. Monthly potluck
supper and program. Open to all.
Sept. 5 “Zumba Gold” Demonstration
and Free Trial Class. Adult exercise,
9:45am at the Community Center.
Sept. 5 Tee Off for Tuolumne. Golf tournament, dinner, and auction to benefit
the ‘Rebuild Camp Tuolumne’ fund,
www.Fobtc.com

k e n s i n g t o n

K
Kensington KKalendar
Sept. 6 “Space & Astronaut Training.”
presented by Chabot Space & Science
Center. Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 11am. Free. 524-3043.
Sept. 7 David Richardson, “Are Comparisons Always Odious? Reflection
on a Key Component of Well-Being.”
10-11am. Free. UUCB, 1 Lawson Rd.,
Kensington, 525-0302, www.uucb.org.
Sept. 7, 14, 21, 28 Kensington Farmers
Market. Live produce & live music
every Sunday, 10-2. Free. Colusa Cir.
Sept. 8 Jazzercise, on-going M-W-F
8:15-9:15am; Community Center.
Sept. 8 Kensington Library Knitting
Club “The Castoffs.” All levels welcome. BYO needles and yarn. Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave.,
6:30pm. Free. 524-3043.
Sept. 8 El Cerrito Art Association
meets. www.elcerritoart.org.
Sept. 13 KCC Outdoor Family Movie
Night. Free. 7:30pm. Kensington Park
Sept. 14 Knitting for Those in Need
at Arlington Community Church, 52
Arlington Ave. 11:30am. 526-9146.

Town Meetings
Kensington Community Center
59 Arlington Ave., Kensington
(Schedule Subject to Change – Call to Confirm.)

FKL - September 2nd
Friends of the Kensington
Library, 7pm (at the Library, 61
Arlington Ave.) 1st Tuesdays
KCC - September 8th/Bldg. E*
Kensington Community Council
*Holiday Sched. 7:30pm. 525-0292
KPSC - September 8th
Kensington Public Safety Council
Earthquake/Disaster Preparedness
2nd Mondays, 6pm. 501-8165
KARO/ECHO - September 8th
Amateur Radio Operators
2nd Mondays of odd months,
7:30pm. 524-9815
KFPD - September 10th
Fire Protection District
2nd Wednesdays, 7pm. 527-8395
KPPCSD - September 11th
Police Protection and
Community Services District
2nd Thursdays 7:30pm. 526-4141
KIC - September 22nd
Kensington Improvement Club
4th Mondays, 7:30pm. 527-3062
KMAC (Tent.) - September 30th
Municipal Advisory Council
Last Tues. 7pm. (Call Supe. Gioia’s
office to confirm: 231-8691)
KPOA
Property Owners Association
Meets quarterly. 559-8232
Kensington Farmers’ Market
Live produce & live music every
Sunday, 10am-2pm, Colusa Circle.

o u t l o o k

Sept. 14 “The Sufi Path: Beauty in
the Service of Healing the World.”
10-11am. Free. UUCB. 525-0302

Sept. 15 Financial Planning Workshop.
Kensington Library. 7pm. Free.
Sept. 17 Study Group on Personal
Myth and the Sacred. $60 suggested.
UUCB, 1 Lawson Rd., Kensington.
Sept. 17 Berkeley Garden Club Lecture
Program. berkeleygardenclub.org.
Sept. 18 Men’s Fellowship at Arlington Community Church 52 Arlington
Ave. 6:30-9pm. Approx. $5. 526-9146.
Sept. 18 & 25 Baby & Toddler Storytime. Stories, songs & action rhymes
for young children and their caregivers.
Kensington Library. Two identical sessions 10:15am & 11:15am. Free.
Sept. 20 Path Clean-up. Upper Ardmore
Path, 10am-noon. Bring rakes/gloves/
brooms/clippers, etc. Free cookies!
Sept. 21 Sam Keen, “On Being Born,
Again and Again.” 10-11am. Free.
UUCB, 1 Lawson Rd., Kensington,
525-0302, www.uucb.org
“She shows you where to look among the
garbage and the flowers...” – Leonard Cohen

Call to schedule
CAMPUS TOUR

Long-term Kensington resident
providing reliable and courteous
transportation for the entire East Bay.
To and from SFO and OAK airports
as well as transportation around town.

Call Tim
at

TCP: 28594

Sept. 27 The 4th Annual Blessing of the
Animals at Kensington Community
Ctr., 11am-3pm. Adoptions, K-9 police
dogs, and Guide Dogs for the Blind.
Sept. 27 Introduction to the Gospel of
Thomas, w/Carolyn West from 1-4pm.
$20/sliding scale. UUCB, 1 Lawson
Rd., Kensington. Info: 559-9269.
Sept. 28 “Our 16th Century Roots:
The Polish Brethren.” 10-11am. Free.
UUCB, 1 Lawson Rd., Kensington.
Sept. 29 Memoir Writing Group at
Arlington Community Church.

UNITARIAN
UNIVER SALIST
CHURCH
OF BERKELEY
Revs. Barbara & Bill Hamilton-Holway
Merrin Clough, Director of Family Ministry

~ SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP ~
Services at 9 & 11
Adult Education Hour at 10
Religious Education Classes at 11

525-0302

www.uucb.org

1 Lawson Road in Kensington
(follow signs from Arlington & Moeser)

MOUNTAIN VIEW • BERKELEY • SAN FRANCISCO

Elite Car Service

(510) 926-0121

Sept. 22
Kensington Library Book
Club. Discussion of Willa Cather’s My
Antonia. Kensington Library, 6:30pm.
Free. 524-3043.

THE BEST OF TWO WORLDS
LEARNING IN GERMAN AND ENGLISH

Sept. 15 First day of FALL KASEP
classes (14-week session thru 12/19).

�
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Scan to visit website

• Dual-immersion program for
grades PreK - 8 in Berkeley
• Educational concept that
fosters holistic and individual
development
• Limited class sizes that offer a
safe and nurturing learning
environment
• Truly international outlook
with appreciation for cultural
diversity

GISSV Berkeley Campus | 1581 Le Roy Ave. | Berkeley, CA 94708
Phone: 510 558 0436 | Web: www.gissv.org | Email: office@gissv.org
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Classified
Classified Ads
Ads
ARLINGTON ESTATE CARE 510-334-2066 Call
us Today Personal assistance Errands Pet Care and so
much more!
AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. Interior,
exterior, waterproof coatings, wood restoration, color
consultation. License #721226. Kensington references.
655-9267 for free estimate.
BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality, int/
ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount, fully ins.,
Lic. 639300, free est., see display ad inside. 232-3340.
CARETAKER/COMPANION - Empathic, flexible,
strong, caring, listener - Excellent local references.
Michael - 510-508-8634
COMPUTER COURAGE was founded in Kensington and helps you in your home or office with any
computer problems. Mac or PC, viruses, training,
backup and more. info@computercourage.com or
(510) 525-2226
DESIGN-BUILD-CONTRACTOR - Kensington
resident with 40+ yrs experience in residential remodeling/renovation, specializing in handicap accessibility.
Lots of local references. Lic.#357706-B. Learn more
at www.baywoodbuilding.com. Call:510-798-5808 or
Email: Robert@baywoodbuilding.com
DESIGN, PERMITS, PROJECT MANAGEMENT for your additions, remodels and major
Upgrades by retired architect/builder. Also home
repairs. Call Rob 510-526-4037
DRUM LESSONS
Local teacher with 30 years playing
experience.
Rock, blues, funk, jazz.
Patient, thorough.
If you have a heartbeat, you’ve got rhythm.
Richard, 524-4340
EXPERT PAINTING BY RAFAEL – Kensington
References. Interior/Exterior. Senior Discounts.
Reasonable rates. Free Estimate. Call Rafael at
510-459-6431 or email: rafael.estrada@att.net
FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS – For your
shopping convenience D’Jour Floral has assorted
bouquets available both at the Country Cheese on
Arlington Ave. and Colusa Market on Colusa Ave.
Call Judy at 510-525-7232 or 510-599-4243 for home
delivery or email antiquesdjour@aol.com

k e n s i n g t o n

o u t l o o k

From the Files of the KPD
The monthly police report has been omitted this month due to space considerations.
You can find the complete report, along with KPPCSD board packets, meeting
minutes, recordings of the Board meetings, and Bay View County Solid Waste
contracts at www.KensingtonCalifornia.org.

FURNITURE: Repairs Refinish Retrofit. Sensible,
lasting workmanship by 3rd generation fine furniture
maker, Huttonio Brooks. 526-4749. www.huttonio.com
GHOST DANCE CONSTRUCTION CO. – Add
value to your home with home remodeling and repairs.
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions, decks. Free estimates.
California Contractors Lic #567268 since 1988. Call
Jon Van Heuit at 510-334-0634
GRIEF SPECIALIST – Rediscover self after loss.
Michelle Peticolas, Ph.D. 524-1227. Free Guide:
secretsoflifeanddeath.com
HAD A WONDERFUL LIFE? OR NOT? Have
you thought about writing a book about it for your
family, or a larger audience? It is hard work, but very
gratifying. You can decide how to do it in various ways,
and I can help – and give you a free estimate too. Call
me: Louise Lacey, 510-525-7502
HANDYMAN/LOCKSMITH – Lic#4865 – 20
years experience. Quick response to lockouts – rekeying
repairs. Love to paint and build fences/small projects.
Local references. Call Bruce at 510-528-3419
HARDWOOD FLOORS – CORK FLOORS
– maple countertops professionally sanded and
refinished, re-coated or waxed. Vinyl and tile stripped/
waxed. 35 years of local experience. Lic#690782.
www.swirsdingsfloorservice.com 548-7766

PARIS APT FOR RENT- Bastille by Marais. 1 bdrm
Great rate. Jan 510-525-6447; Jan@CDG-APT.com
website: www.vrbo.com/327169. Quiet w/original
artwork.
PETER THE PAINTER - 20 years of happy clients.
Int/Ext Great local refs Lic/Insured 510 575-3913
RENE’S HAULING. Fast and friendly trash removal
for your home, yard, attic, basement or business. Just
dial 510-HAULING (428-5464) or 510-367-5695
SKILLED CARPENTER – Local contractor since
1975 – small jobs: doors, windows, drywall, interior
or exterior, framing or finish. Lic.#330626. Senior
discount. Jim Allen 510-526-4399
TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL AWAY SVC.
Pick up, clean out, dump run, deliver, donate most
anything, anytime. Leslie at 510-235-0122. Email:
two_strongwomen@yahoo.com.
WINDOW CLEANING: Homes or commercial.
Free estimate. References available. Call Cathe at
510-524-9185.

“So you stood on the edge of your feather,
expecting to fly...” – Neil Young
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Who Will Pay?
…Writ, from Page 6
Toombs, Linda Lipscomb, and Tony
Lloyd.
The plaintiffs had asked the court to find
that the Board 1) failed to give proper
advance notice of business items discussed
at the July 12, 2012 KPPCSD meeting; 2)
that the Board impermissibly extended
that meeting; and 3) that the merit bonus
awarded to GM/COP Greg Harman at that
meeting was actually a retroactive pay
increase. (See Director Pat Gillette on the
Writ, the Outlook, June 2014, Pg. 3; and
Writ of Mandate Timeline, Pg. 8.).
Rather than pursue the case to the California State Supreme Court, as was their
right, the plaintiffs decided instead to file
a request for dismissal of the suit without
prejudice, which the court granted.
Short of a re-filing of the claim by the
plaintiffs, the only detail remaining is who
will pay an estimated $300,000 in attorney
fees, spent by KPPCSD to defend the suit
– which the Board has stated previously
that it will seek from the plaintiffs, as is its
statutory right. The Court has given permission to KPPCSD to file motions seeking reimbursement of those fees as late as
October.

HOME CARE ASSISTANCE. Elder care, child care,
errands, shopping, cooking, etc. Caring. dependable,
experienced. References. Call Navra at 510-684-5066
KENSINGTON CONTRACTOR – Kitchens &
baths, expert home repairs, painting, waterproofing.
Reliable. Lic#606634 Thomas Cuniff Construction
415-378-2007
LEARN GUITAR with George Cole. All styles, all
levels, acoustic, electric. Professional, patient, courteous. Convenient Kensington location 510-526-4283
georgecole.net georgecoleguitar@gmail.com
MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience in
home remodeling and renovation: stairs, doors, windows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, fencing.
Framing through finish. Large or small jobs. Local
resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051

EXPERT PAINTING
By

RAFAEL
• Interior and Exterior
• Reasonable Rates
• Senior Discounts
• Free Estimate
• Kensington References

510-459-6431
Rafael.estrada@att.net

AN AFTERNOON
IN THE PARK

&

KCC PARADE
OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 • N OON

TO

3:30 P.M.

Parade assembles at 11:30 at Arlington & Amherst Avenues.
Festivities follow at the Kensington Community Center, 59 Arlington Avenue.

00000000
Stop by Mechanics
Bank Kensington
office the week of
October 1 to pick
up an entry form.
Have your child enter our Kids
Coloring Contest for a chance to
win a $25 Gift Certificate!
(Details in our Kensington office.)

Purchase barbecue
lunch tickets in
advance, Monday
thru Friday,
October 1 to October 17,
at Mechanics Bank and
receive 50¢ per ticket off
the regular Open House price.

k e n s i n g t o n
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Kensington Animal
Fair - 4th Annual
Blessing of the Animals
Pet Adoptions and Fostering
Arlington Community Church invites all
animal lovers to join them on Sat., Sept.
27th, 11am-3pm for their 4th Annual
Blessing of the Animals. At noon, Pastor
Tony, M.Div., D.V.M. will offer a spiritual
blessing for pets and owners. It is amazing
to see over 30 cats, dogs and a horse in
silence as he offers blessings.
There will be presentations from Guide
Dogs for the Blind, Service Dogs, and the
El Cerrito K-9 Police Dogs. Gretchen Gillfillan with Friends of the Library will let
us pet her two land tortoises; Contra Costa
Animal Control will provide low-cost innoculations, micro-chipping, and amnesty
pet registration. Their veterinarian will be
available to talk with you about the best
health care for your pet. Also: snakes, lizards, chickens, and bees!
Rescue cats, dogs, birds, and rabbits will
be available for adoption or fostering; and
Ann Ramsey will bring her rescue-kissing
horse, ‘Stetson.’ (You can kiss him, but
you can’t adopt him!)
The church is collecting donations for
its raffle, such as cat or dog items and,
money is always needed to feed and house
the animals and birds. Please send raffle
items and money to them at 52 Arlington Ave., Kensington CA 94707. Make
checks to Arlington Community Church
with “Animal Fair” on the memo line.
All money and raffle donations go to the
animal rescue organizations – donation letters for your tax deductions are available
upon request. Thanks in advance for your
support! www.acc-ucc.org/allcreatures

D’Jour Floral
of Kensington Gardens
Friday Flowers are back!
A special bouquet to enjoy for
your weekend is just $5.00, plus tax.
Look for our $5.00 Friday Flower Special each week
along with our wide variety of floral bouquets available
at the Colusa Market (406 Colusa Ave.) and at the
Country Cheese Company (299 Arlington Ave.).

Need something special?

Beautiful flowers for every occasion selected
and arranged especially for you by Judy. To place an order
or schedule a consultation, phone (510) 525-7232.
To order online visit me at www.elcerritoflowershop.com or email me at antiquesdjour@aol.com

Neighborhood Pre-School
Serving the Kensington community since 1980

Pre-School Schedule
Pre-School 8:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
Two classrooms,
licensed for 30 students
Dedicated Classrooms and Play Yard
We offer music with a teacher from the
Crowden School of Music
Spanish class with a certified Spanish instructor
Yoga class with a Yoga instructor
Circle time ~ Kindergarten Prep
Easy transition to kindergarten for our graduates

90 Highland Blvd., Kensington, CA 94708
Classroom Phone 510 526-5871
Office Phone 510 236-5901
email neighborhoodschool@comcast.net

We are located on the kindergarten yard at Kensington Elementary School

Neighborhood School also offers before and after school care
for K–6 grades for students attending Kensington Elementary School

