Bringing the
community
together

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO 1058
BERKELEY, CA

59 ARLINGTON AVENUE
K ENSINGTON, CA 94707-1037

K E N S I N G T O N

OUTLOOK
SEPTEMBER 2006

A

P U B L I C AT I O N O F T H E

K E N S I N G TO N C O M M U N I T Y C O U N C I L

KCC gears
up for Flush
Fund drive

Interim Chief
Taylor
Brown Taylor sworn in as
new Interim Police Chief
and General Manager

Donations to park
restroom matched
by KCC
Kensington Community Council
has established a Flush Fund
to help raise money for a selflocking, public bathroom in
Kensington Park. KCC has put
forward $15,000 as a dollar-fordollar matching grant to help the
Kensington Police Protection
and Community Services District
raise the necessary funds to build
the community bathroom. The
newly completed Kensington
Park is looking better than ever,
and many families are taking
advantage of the renovated tennis
and basketball courts, the new
playground, and the picnic area.
However, on the weekends, with
no other buildings in the area
open, there is one vital building
needed to complete the picture—
a restroom!
The Flush Fund is off to a
great start with very generous
donations from Joan Gallegos
and other members of the
community. KCC is now asking
others in the community to step
up and contribute to make this
much needed resource possible.
Please send or deliver checks
to KCC, 59 Arlington Avenue,
Kensington, CA 94707. Checks
should be made out to “KCC”
with a note that the contribution
is to go to the Flush Fund.
Location plan and
visualization of proposed
restroom designed by
John Grifﬁth
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Interim Police Chief Brown Taylor and Sergeant Hussain Khan speaking with Grizzly Peak Neighborhood
Watch block party

Kensington National Night Out a success
Multiple parties bring
neighbors together to
support crime prevention
and welcome new
interim police chief
and police and ﬁre
departments
National Night Out is designed
to address crime and drug
prevention awareness, generate
support for and participation in
anti-crime programs, strengthen
neighborhood
spirit,
foster
police-community partnerships,
and send the message to
criminals that neighborhoods are
on watch for suspicious or illegal
activity. Last year, more than 34
million people participated in
National Night Out events. This
year’s event, on August 1, was
reportedly even more successful.
In Kensington, 13 different
parties took place. Festivities

ranged from potluck diners in
peoples’ homes to barbecues and
full street parties. The new Interim
Police Chief, Brown Taylor,
donned his uniform and visited
many of the gatherings, where he
and other ofﬁcers were warmly
received at each stop and offered
a variety of delicious food. Many
participants said how pleased
they were to meet Chief Taylor
and the rest of the department in
an informal setting.
At some events the Chief was
asked to give a speech to all
present, and he informed them of
the very high morale in the police
department, the efﬁcient procedures he found on his arrival, and
the ongoing investigation being
conducted by a person he has
hired to audit the department.
Recommended by KPPCSD’s
attorney, Kurt Franklin at Hanson
Bridgett, she has experience in
such matters and has had no
connection with the police
department and its personnel.

Nearly the whole police
department turned out to tour the
different events, and they were
accompanied to some parties by
the ﬁre department, who gave
out hats, pencils, and ﬂashlights
to the kids and showed them the
inside of the ﬁre truck and its
equipment.
It is estimated that well over
300
Kensington
residents
attended National Night Out. The
event was organized by Sergeant
Angela Escobar and Ofﬁcer
Ricky Martinez, with the aid of
local Neighborhood Watch
groups and disaster preparedness
block captains. If you were
unable to attend one of these
get-togethers and would like to
receive the various information
sheets that were available,
please call Officer Martinez,
and he will arrange for a police
officer to come and tell you
about crime prevention, home
safety,
and
other
local
initiatives.

KPPCSD news

On July 20 the Kensington Police
Protection and Community
Services District swore in
Brown Taylor as Interim Police
Chief and General Manager.
Taylor is the former Chief of
Police for Mountain View and
Los Altos. He was previously
an interim chief in Millbrae and
Atherton, an interim director
of public safety in Sunnyvale,
and an interim director of
emergency communication in
Monterey. Taylor holds a BSc in
Administration of Justice. He will
remain in the temporary position
until a permanent chief has been
recruited. Taylor has been hired
as an independent contractor, not
as a full-time employee.
He is tasked with auditing
the police department and
the district’s affairs, ﬁnding a
permanent chief of police, and
running the department and
being general manager of the
Kensington Services District.
Sgt. Hussain Khan, describing
Taylor as a “sharp shooter and
the right person for the job
at hand,” said he has every
conﬁdence in his abilities,
knowledge, understanding, and
professionalism.
The KPPCSD board ofﬁcially
commended Sergeant Rickey Hull
for his exemplary performance
as Acting General Manager and
Police Chief prior to Taylor’s
arrival. Sgt. Hull was thrust,
without prior notice, into running
the department and helping to
ﬁnalize the annual budget.

Five vie for three positions; board accommodates
large audiences
The two-year terms of three of the ﬁve directors of the Kensington
Police Protection and Community Services District are up at the end
of this year. Two directors, Pat McLaughlin and Bruce Morrow, are
running for reelection. Cindy Kimball, Danny Scher, and Bill Wright
are also running for the board. Ciara Wood has decided not to seek
another term.
In other KPPCSD news, in order to accommodate the larger audiences
that have been attending meetings, the directors have changed the day
for their meeting so they can use the large room in the Community
Center, which previously had been unavailable on their regular meeting
day. Microphones and loudspeakers will be available.
The board of directors in conjunction with the interim chief have
started the procedures for the search for a permanent replacement for
chief of police; additionally they are starting to look at the Policies and
Procedures Manual with discussions to bring this document into line
with new legislation.

Brown Taylor taking the oath
of ofﬁce for Interim Chief and
General Manager
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KPPCSD and the Police Department
Editor—Mending Kensington’s ailing
Police Department will be neither cheap
nor quick. Budgeted estimates for attorney
fees, investigations, and the Interim Chief’s
consulting fees already exceed $200,000.
That’s the bad news. The good news
is that an internal investigation and
an operational audit are underway.
Additionally, the KPPCSD board is
taking welcome steps to prevent costly
mismanagement fiascoes in the future.
At the KPPCSD meeting on August
16, Board President Paul Haxo essentially
agreed to chair an ad hoc committee
that will include citizen volunteers. This
committee will be tasked with revising the
District’s Policy & Procedures Manual.
The five-member board of directors is
responsible for ensuring that Kensington’s
police department is well managed and
provides our community with high-quality
police protection and other services.
In carrying out its responsibilities, the
KPPCSD board relies on a manual that
outlines responsibilities, policies, and
procedures. A thoughtfully updated version
of that manual promises to provide more
effective guidelines for establishing goals
and measuring the Police Chief/General
Manager’s performance.
Kensington’s citizens have much to
offer this project, including professional
expertise
in
human
resources
administration, financial management,
and general management. Kensington
has a long and proud history of volunteer
participation, and we are pleased to see
the Board now taking advantage of this
valuable resource.
Kathy Stein and John Stein
Editor—As a Kensington resident
and taxpayer I would like to express
my gratitude to the Kensington Police
Department (KPD) Interim Chief, Brown
Taylor, and all of our KPD officers
working overtime and double shifts to
ensure our public safety. I’d especially
like to recognize Sergeant Escobar
and her essential and uncompromising
recruiting efforts and Officer Martinez for
his exceptional community outreach with
National Night Out and our KPD Web site.
(www.kensingtonpolicecsd.org)
I’d also like to put a challenge out to
our amazing community. Walking out on
our police officers and our district, Barry
Garfield left us with a very costly mess.
We are currently experiencing several
investigations, including an audit of the
KPD and the District by Interim Chief
Taylor. Please contact the KPD and share
your experiences (positive and negative)
with our Interim Chief. You can call 5264141 or email Brown Taylor at KPDChief@
aol.com. As the investigations move forward,
your input is valuable and important.
C. Kimball

EDITOR

John Feld
A D V E RT I S I N G

M A N A G E R

Alma Key
P U B L I S H E R

Kensington Community Council
59 Arlington Avenue
Kensington, CA 94707-1307
The Kensington Outlook is published
ten times a year by the nonprofit
Kensington Community Council. It
is published monthly except for the
combined Dec./Jan. and July/Aug.
issues and is available online in PDF
format at www kensingtonoutlook.com
courtesy of www.aboutkensington.com
Contact us
Editorial
510 644 2967
editor@kensingtonoutlook.com
Advertising
510 526 3241
advertising@kensingtonoutlook.com
Advertising
Rates and an online ad form for the
classified section are at:
www.kensingtonoutlook.com at the
bottom of the back issues listings. Send
all display and classified advertising
mail to:
Kensington Outlook
18 Kingston Road
Kensington, CA 94707
Deadlines
Advertising deadline September 8
Editorial deadline
September 10
		
© 2006 Kensington Community Council

Editor—My husband and I have lived in
Kensington for more than forty years out
of our fifty-four together, and one of the
things that has drawn us back has been the
sense of small-town security provided by
a stable, local police force.
I have no way to know what led
the Police Chief to take a seemingly
innocent question about a budget item
as harassment, or why there has been so
much turnover among our police officers.
But in the aftermath of the chief’s sudden
departure and the loss of other experienced
officers, I do think we all need to rally to
the support of our police department and
of the community members who volunteer
for the Community Services District Board.
I hope the Board will engage outside
expertise to help them solve the Police
Department’s
personnel
problems,
whatever they turn out to be. I’d also like
to suggest that the Outlook could help
by reporting police activities as straight
news. The attempts at making the police
log humorous are really not funny and
can easily be seen as belittling the police
as well as the residents involved in the
incidents.
Jane Lundin

Pets of the month
Sarafina and Zazu are dwarf-sized lionhead bunnies. They are
only 14 weeks old, but Zaza is already the big sister (outgoing
and independent), and Sara is the smallest in the family (timid
and a little fearful). Lionheads are rarely abandoned and are
valued for their feisty and fun-loving nature. Visit them at
RabbitEars, open 7 days a week, 303 Arlington Ave., 525-6155.
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Editor—The current Kensington Police
Protection Community Services District
(KPPCSD) board members do not reach
out to the public with open arms. Rather
than seeking citizens’ input, it seems that
they would rather conduct the community’s
business as if the board were a private
club. Just attend the next board meeting,
currently scheduled for September 21,
2006, and see for yourself.
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Three board positions are coming up
for election in November. We now have
a candidate who promises to encourage
public awareness and actively seek
participation from residents.
I whole-heartedly support the candidacy
of Cindy Kimball for the KPPCSD board
of directors. It is time for a change!
Valerie Paola

obituaries
Jack Weigel
John Edward “Jack” Weigel died on August 4, 2006, in Oakland. He was born July 30,
1916, in Eveleth, MN. He earned a BS in mechanical engineering from the University
of Washington and served in the U.S. Navy in the South Pacific during World War II. He
worked for Shell Development, BART, and the San Francisco Municipal Railway. In his
free time Jack enjoyed woodworking, downhill skiing, traveling, attending musical and
theatrical performances, and crossword puzzles. A 56-year Kensington resident, Jack was
active with the Friends of the Kensington Library. He is survived by his wife of 61 years,
Marianne, and daughters Alice and Frances. No services will be held.
Julian White
Julian White died of heart failure on June 23, 2006, at his home in Kensington. He was 76.
He was a mentor, teacher, and friend to many musicians around the world. In life and work,
he reflected the fullness and apparent contradictions of the human situation. He leaves
behind many students, friends, and colleagues who cherish the memory of this artist and
man. White wrote, “The composer stays home and writes his music, and the music is like
his diary. The heart tries to pour out a lot of its feelings.”
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Neighborhood Notes
KMAC revises noticing procedure

Kensington Police Dept. Web site

Kensington Municipal Advisory Council
(KMAC) recently revised its noticing
procedures. Now KMAC hearings on
development plans must be noticed to
nearby neighbors at least 34 days in advance.
This will allow neighbors a longer period to
assess a development’s potential impacts on
their properties. Call KMAC at 273-9926 if
you have any questions.

The Police Department has a new informative
Web site, www.kensingtonpolicecsd.org
where you can contact individual police
ofﬁcers and Helen Horowitz, who handles
among other things the park and renting
the Community Center. Other services
include KPPCSD minutes, information on
recycling, hazardous waste, robbery and
burglary prevention, Neighborhood Watch,
registering an emergency contact, and
setting up vacation checks. Additionally,
there are a variety of photographs of police
events and soon a daily log of local crimes.

New food co-op coming
A group of local East Bay residents
is launching a food cooperative, the
Cooperative Grocery (CoG), in early 2007.
Their mission is to serve residents of the
Bay Area by offering reasonably priced food
and products that are sustainably sourced,
while retaining quality and affordability.
The average grocery often marks up organic
items as much as 100% above wholesale
and spends about 70% of revenue on labor.
The CoG plans to sell the same brands at
a much-reduced markup. Members will be
required to work approximately 2½ hours a
month with a one-time $25 fee. For more
information, call 684-8041.

Green Mower
The Contra Costa County Community
Development is offering Contra Costa
residents a discount of $70 when they
purchase a Craftsman electric mulching
mower. These will emit no harmful
pollution, are very quiet, and do not
generate grass clippings, as all cut grass is
returned to the lawn as mulch. Using this
discount, the mower will cost $199; they
are available from certain Osh stores until
the end of October. For more information
and the mail-in rebate, call 925-906-1806 or
visit www.wastediversion.org.

Kensington Library
The Kensington Library is
presenting three programs on
health this fall, plus a documentary
by a local ﬁlmmaker. The series
begins on Monday, September 11,
with Catherine Kessler, registered dietician,
who will give nutritional recommendations
for optimal health. On Monday, October
9, Beverley Tracewell, Director of
Programming for the Foundation for
Osteoporosis Research and Education, will
discuss risk, detection, prevention, and
treatment of this common disease. Monday,
November 13, will feature a cardiologist
from Kaiser on the risks, diet, and therapy
pertaining to heart disease. These free
programs are sponsored by the Friends of the
Kensington Library. On Monday, October
16, Ann Marks will give a sneak preview
of her ﬁlm on the beneﬁts of a gluten-free
diet The Shocking Truth About Gluten: Why
Bread Eaters Get Sick, featuring Dr. Rodney
Ford, a pediatric gastroenterologist. All
programs begin at 7 p.m. The Kensington
Library is located at 61 Arlington Ave. For
information, call 524-3043.

K E N S I N G T O N
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K C C — K E N S I NG TON CO M M U N I T Y CO U NC I L

K A S E P

—

KENSINGTON AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGR A M

59 Arlington Avenue, Building E (across
across the grassy ﬁeld from the tennis courts in Kensington Park
Park) • Kensington, CA 94707-1037 • kccrec@yahoo.com
S U M M E R D AY C A M P
KCC Summer Camp

Tennis

KCC would like to thank Jessica Smith,
our summer camp director, and Haley
Strandberg, our head counselor, for their
fantastic work both this past summer
and over the past several years. They’ve
helped create a fun, safe, and successful
camp program, and we will miss them!
We are happy to announce that Kevan
Warren, a counselor with KCC for two
years and a business major at UC Davis,
will direct camp next summer.

Instructor: Alex Brown
(524-5495) In this class for
students in Grades 6, 7, and
8, Alex Brown teaches
t h e
fundamentals of tennis, including strokes,
tactics, and sportsmanship. Classes
consist of instruction, drills, and play,
and continue through the school year.
Students must register by the month for
one or two days a week.
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays
3:40–5:20 p.m.
Fees (payable monthly):
$10 per class/resident
$11 per class/non-resident
At the Kensington Tennis Courts.

Mark your calendars for the

Tennis

Gymnastics

FA L L PA R A D E
and

P I C N I C I N T H E PA R K !
Sunday, October 15
starting at 12 noon

For more information
please call the KCC ofﬁce
525-0292

A D U LT C L A S S E S

YO U T H C L A S S E S

Instructors: Judy Baker
and Jean Jay
Registration will take place
with KASEP on Tuesday,
September 12, starting at
7 p.m., and classes will begin
on Tuesday, September 26. Call Judy
Baker at 233-1833 for more information.
Morning Kindergartners:
11:45 a.m.–1 p.m.
Advanced Beginners, Grades 1–3:
2:30 p.m.–3:30 p.m.
Advanced Beginners, Grades 4–6:
2:50 p.m.–3:50 p.m.

Yoga for Health

Harmonize your body, mind,
and spirit. This class involves
basic Yoga poses, correct body
alignment, breathing techniques,
and relaxation. Develop
strength, f lexibility,
endurance, and grace.
Therapeutic concerns
such as
wrist, knee, neck and
back pain, and stress reduction will be
addressed.
No
prior
experience
required—all ages welcome. Please bring
a mat to the class.
Instructor Nicole Becker, a registered
Yoga teacher, was trained in Anusara
Yoga and has studied acupressure and Qi
Gong. She describes her teaching style as
light-hearted and welcoming and strives
to make each student feel cared for in his
or her practice of yoga. For more
information about the class, contact Nicole
at 798-8148.
Tuesdays and Thursdays
9:15–10:15 a.m.
Fees for residents: $12 for drop-in;
$40 for 1 class per week for 4 weeks;
$80 for 2 classes per week for 4 weeks.
Nonresidents please add 10 %.
To register call 525-0292.
At the Community Center.

Alex Brown, USPTA tennis pro, offers
classes to a minimum of four students.
To register, call Brown at 524-5495.
5 classes/$40 per resident;
$45 non-resident
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9–10 a.m.
At the Tennis Courts (West Court)
Hatha Yoga

Enjoy a hatha yoga practice that will
calm, restore, and revitalize you each
Monday. Classic yoga postures and quiet
attention to the nuance of movement help
create a satisfying personal practice. This
class draws on the instructor’s knowledge
of dynamic yoga styles (such as ashtanga
or vinyasa) and subtly challenging yoga
styles (like Iyengar, Integral, and yin
yoga) to help students ﬁnd their own
perfect balance. Yoga postures, breathing
techniques, and philosophy are covered.
All levels of experience welcome.
Instructor Claire Lavery has been
practicing and teaching yoga since 1988.
She focuses on breathing, alignment, and
adjustment to help students enjoy the
journey. To speak with Claire, please call
681-3077. To register, call 525-0292.
Monday, 5:30–6:30 p.m.
Fees for residents: $12 for drop-in
One-month pass (4 classes) for $40
Nonresidents please add 10 %.
At Building E, the Recreation Building.

K A S E P KENSINGTON AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM 10 a.m.–4 p.m., Monday–Friday.
Office hours:
Sessions:

Esther Hill, Director (525-0292), 10 a.m.–3 p.m. • Elma Conley, On-Site Supervisor (525-0292) during class hours • Sandy Thacker, Curriculum Coordinator (482-1258)
Registration for the fall session of KASEP will be Tuesday, September 12, starting at 7 p.m. Fall classes will begin on Tuesday, September 26.

K C C KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Esther Hill, Administrator, 525-0292 10 a.m.–3 p.m., Monday–Friday.
To register for class: Call the ofﬁce unless otherwise speciﬁed. Some classes have enrollment limits; those registering will be notiﬁed if they cannot be enrolled.
Tennis court reservations: Reservations are for weekends and holidays only; the earliest is for 9 a.m. Call Esther Hill at 525-0292 for classes and tennis court reservation information.
Fees are: $2 per 45-minute reservation (singles) for Kensington residents and $5 for others.
Community Center rental: For information on renting the Community Center, call Helen Horowitz at the Kensington Police Protection and Community Services District, 526-4141.

Kensington After School
Enrichment Program
The Kensington After School Enrichment
Program (KASEP) offers a large variety
of classes to students in kindergarten
through sixth grade. Registration for the
fall 2006 session of KASEP will be held
at the Kensington Community Center on
Tuesday, September 12, starting at 7 p.m.
The fall session begins Monday, September
25, and runs through Friday, December 22,
the last day of school before winter break.
Winter session begins when the students
return to school on Monday, January 8.
Classes for kindergarten students
are held in the morning before school
begins for those enrolled in the afternoon
kindergarten class and are held immediately
after school for those students enrolled in
morning kindergarten classes at Hilltop.

KASEP teachers walk kindergarten
students to and from Hilltop School.
How do I enroll?
A brochure with class information will be
sent home from school during the second
week in September. Please ﬁll out the
lottery slip in the packet and turn it in to
the KCC ofﬁce (59 Arlington Avenue) by
9 a.m. on Tuesday, September 12. A lottery
drawing mid-day will determine the order
of registration. By 3 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 12, all the names in their
order for registration will be posted at the
community center and recreation building.
Registration for classes begins at 7 p.m.
that evening in the community center.
What types of classes are offered?
KASEP offers athletic and movement
classes (tennis, sports and games, karate,

dance, and basketball), art and craft classes
(sewing, pottery, carpentry, drawing/
painting), music classes (keyboard and
recorder), and other enrichment classes
(creative writing, cooking, book club, and
girls’ “serendipity”).

children’s services for a sample schedule.

Where are classes held?
KASEP classes are held in the Kensington
recreation building, community center,
and park, all just west and downhill from
Kensington Hilltop School. KASEP
teachers walk kindergarten students to
and from Hilltop School. Students in ﬁrst
through sixth grade walk down from the
school to their classes at KASEP.
How do I ﬁnd out more?
Please call the Kensington Community
Council ofﬁce at (510) 525-0292 or visit
www.aboutkensington.com and look at

MORTUARY • CEMETERY • CREMATORY
CHAPEL & URN GARDEN
Traditional Services & Cremation Specialists
One Location Serves All Your Needs
Eliminates Lengthy Cross Town Processions
CENTRALLY LOCATED IN
THE EL CERRITO HILLS,
OVERLOOKING SAN FRANCISCO BAY

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, COMPARE OUR PRICES,
SERVICES AND FACILITIES
101 COLUSA AVE.
Located At The Top Of
Fairmount Ave.
Complete Funeral Facilities within One Gate…

•

EL CERRITO

•

F.D. Lic. #1079

525-5111

Locally Owned & Operated
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Kensington
S u n d ay, S e ptember 3

Hike the Tiberon Ridge Loop. 8.30 a.m.
Berkeley Hiking Club. 415-925-1816

Bell Choir rehearsals. 7:45 p.m. Free. Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146.
Tuesday, S eptember 12

Farmers’ Market, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Ace parking
lot. kensingtonfm@yahoo.com.

Castoffs Knitting Club. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Kensington Library. 7 p.m.
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043.

Labor Day Celebration with Northminster
Presbyterian Church, 10 a.m. Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 546-9146.

KASEP enrollment. 7 p.m. KCC, 59 Arlington
Ave. 525-0292.

We d n e s d ay, S eptember 6

Open House: Kensington Physical Therapy,
12–8 p.m. 303 Arlington Ave., Suite A, 527-7737.
S u n d ay, S e p tember 10

Farmers’ Market, see Sunday, Sept. 3.
Solano Avenue Stroll & Parade. Booths open
at 10 a.m. parade at 11 a.m. Solano Avenue in
Berkeley. 527-5358.
Workers at Ground Zero–A Glimpse Behind
the Scenes. Black-and-white photos by Bonnie
Woods. Free. 10 a.m.– 4 p.m. A conversation with
the artist at 1 p.m. Unitarian Universalist Church
of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.
Discussion: What to Do When God Is Wrong.
10 a.m. Arlington Community Church,
52 Arlington Ave. 546-9146.
Peace Singers
rehearsals All children
7 and up. 11:15 a.m.
Free. Arlington
Community Church, 52
Arlington Ave. 526-9146.
M o n d ay, S e ptember 11

An interfaith candlelight vigil for 9/11
6–8 p.m. Unitarian Universalist Church of
Berkeley, 1 Lawson Rd. 525-0302.
Catherine Kessler, registered dietician, will
give nutritional recommendations for optimal
health. 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Friends of
Kensington Library. Kensington Library,
61 Arlington Ave., 524-3043.
Kensington Community Council meeting.
7 p.m. Kensington Community Center,
59 Arlington Ave. 525-0292.

Elderhostel: Adventures in Lifelong Learning.
Margaret Hankle, Elderhostel Ambassador,
presents a video explaining the programs.
Unique vacation adventures in more than 90
countries for adults 55 and over. 7 p.m. Free.
El Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave., 526-7512.
Wednesday, S eptember 13

Kensington Fire Protection District
meeting 7:30 p.m. Kensington Community
Center, 59 Arlington Ave. 527-8395.
Chancel Choir rehearsals 7:30 p.m. Free.
Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.
526-9146.
Thursday, S eptember 14

El Cerrito Garden Club monthly meeting,
discusses “How Does Your Garden Grow?” with
information exchange. El Cerrito Community
Center, 7007 Moeser Lane. 9:30 a.m. $3 at the
door. Refreshments served. 526-6827
Friday, S eptember 15

Art exhibit by Lorraine
Bruce sponsored by the
Friends of the Kensington
Library. Till October 31.
Kensington Library, 61
Arlington Ave. 524-3043.
S aturday, S eptember 16

Non-anesthetic teeth cleaning, scaling, and
polishing for pets by certified vet tech, $35,
11 a.m.–4 p.m. RabbitEars, 303 Arlington Ave,
525-6155 for appointment.
S unday, S eptember 17

Farmers’ Market and Mad Hatter Jam’n’Tea
party. Samples of locally made fine marmalades
and California-grown organic teas. Ace parking
lot. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. kensingtonfm@yahoo.com.

K E N S I N G T O N
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calendar
Bill McKinney, President of Pacific School of
Religion, is guest speaker on contemporary
Christian education. 10 a.m. Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 546-9146.
Peace Singers rehearsals see September 10.
Peace Child Music Camp performance with
24 children. 3 p.m. Free. Arlington Community
Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146.
Monday, S epte m b e r 1 8

Bell Choir rehearsals see September 11.
Tuesday, S epte m b e r 1 9

Arlington Children’s Choir rehearsals 4 p.m.
For children aged 8–14, 5:45 p.m. Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 843-7745.
Wednesday, S e p te m b e r 2 0

Bell Ringers rehearsals children 8 and above.
2:30 p.m. Free. Arlington Community Church,
52 Arlington Ave. 843-7745.
Chancel Choir rehearsals see September 13.
Thursday S ep te m b e r 2 1

Kensington Police Protection and Community
Services District meeting. 7.30 p.m. Kensington
Community Center, 59 Arlington Ave. 526-4141
S unday, S epte m b e r 2 4

Hike Lafayette Ridge. 8.30 a.m. Berkeley
Hiking Club. 925-283-2266.
Farmers’ Market, see September 3.
Michael Mansfield presents “Welcoming
Children into our Lives.” 10 a.m. Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 546-9146.
Tilden
Trio:
Sarn
Oliver,
violin;
Peter
Wyrick,
cello;
and
June Choi Oh, piano play Piazolla, Oliver, Dvorak
and Ravel. $15. 7 p.m. Hillside Club, 2286 Cedar St.,
Berkeley. www.hillsideclub.org/concerts.htm

M o n d ay, S e p te m b e r 2 5

KASEP classes begin.
Kensington Library Book Club discusses
Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain. 7 p.m. The
Kensington Library, 61 Arlington Ave. 524-3043.
Bell Choir rehearsals see September 11.
Tu e s d ay, S e p te m b e r 2 6

El Cerrito Democratic Club meeting, 7.30 p.m.
Northminster Presbyterian Church, 545 Ashbury
Ave. El Cerrito. 526 4874.
Berkeley Chamber Performances.
The Maybeck Trio
plays Debussy,
Janacek,
Mendelssohn,
Zimlinsky. 8 p.m. $20.
Berkeley City Club,
2315 Durant Ave.,
Berkeley. 525-5211.
We d n e s d ay, S e p te m b e r 2 7

Kensington Area Republican Women’s Club
meeting. 12 noon. Mira Vista Club, 7900 Cutting
Blvd. El Cerrito, 524-5689 for reservations.
Bell Ringers rehearsals see September 20.
Chancel Choir rehearsals see September 13.
Th u r s d ay, S e p te m b e r 2 8

SAT strategy session with instructor from the
Princeton Review: an overview of the SAT plus
test-taking strategies and opportunity to go
through sample problems. Advance registration
required 526-7512. Free. 6:30 p.m. El Cerrito
Library, 6510 Stockton Ave. 526-7512.
Fr i d ay, S e p te m b e r 2 9

Mini Concert Series: Broceliande—Celtic,
Medieval, and Renaissance Music. 8 p.m. $36
for four-concert series through Dec 8. Arlington
Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave. 526-9146.
S at u rd ay, S e p te m b e r 3 0

El Cerrito, Albany, and Kensington Fire Depts.
invite you to Tri-City Safety Day 11 a.m.–3 p.m.
at El Cerrito Plaza. Also Identity Theft Workshop,
Sparky the Fire Dog, McGruff the Crime Dog, and
Smokey the Bear. 215-4450.

Cappuccino

•

Espresso

•

Fine Pastries

Specializing in European Style
Sausages, Meats, Cheeses
Delicious made-to-order Sandwiches
German Beer on Tap • Wine by the Glass

Breakfast • Lunch • Tea Time
Mon – Fri 8 - 6; Sat 8 - 5
235 El Cerrito Plaza, El Cerrito • 524 - 4622

Gloria Polanski
510 · 292 · 3049

marvin

gardens
real estate



september 2006

From the case files of the KPD

Classified Advertising

This report is based on the many reports in the police logs of the Kensington Police Department.
The Outloook is solely responsible for the writing and editing of this report.
Events in June and July

Someone summoned the police
when they saw a tractor breaking
the sidewalk outside their home.
It was a maintenance
crew replacing cracked
sidewalks.



A woman reported being a victim of
a hit and run cyclist while she was
making an illegal U-turn.


Someone reported
suspicious people on his
property; they later were
discovered to be building
contractors he had hired.


A resident on York Ave. being
followed home by a man in a
Cadillac phoned police, who told her to drive
to the police station. Instead she drove home.
The car sped off when she tried to make a note
of the license plate.


An illegal homemade gun silencer was
handed into the police station.


A resident of Kensington Rd. took a Glock
handgun to investigate three people who
entered his house. It turned out they had come
to intimidate the homeowner concerning a real
estate deal. The police defused the situation,
and no one was hurt.


A woman was observed crawling up a
hillside on Highgate Court. She was looking
for her father who lived nearby. The woman
was escorted to a local psychiatric ward.


A police officer observed rubber balls hitting
the ground like small mortar shells, near
Windsor Ave. The source of the bombardment
was youths shooting from their back deck with
a homemade air canon. Police ended the salvo.


Police were asked to check on a resident
on Arlington Ave. The resident had died six
months previously. The new owners of the
house were surprised by the police visit.


An 18-wheeler attempting to navigate
down Beloit and Perdue (what was the driver
thinking?) broke branches of a tree, which fell
onto power lines.


A Kaiser doctor tried to
call a patient who had been
given the wrong medicine.
The search for the patient
continued for three days, when
she was located on vacation in
Oklahoma and advised to go immediately
to a hospital.


A group of unlicensed solicitors were
escorted out of the area in their van, which had
a New York registration.


A transient campground was reported in
the woods surrounding Summit Reservoir.
After a long hike and careful investigation, it
was found to be built and occupied by local
teenagers as a place to hang out. They were
informed of private property and trespass laws.


While working in his yard, with all the home
doors open, a St. Albans Rd. resident was
burgled of a TV and jewelry. He was unaware
of the burglary until his wife returned home to
a ransacked house.


Residents and their gardener have been in
an ongoing dispute involving bills, threats,
and arguments on Amherst Ave. Police have
warned the participants in this urban squabble
to take their claims to court, rather than
dealing with them in physical confrontation. A
somewhat similar altercation occurred with a
gardener and residents on Coventry Rd.


Teenagers were seen leaving playing
cards depicting naked men in mailboxes on
Arlington Ave. They told police they bought
them in Berkeley. Police confiscated the
remaining cards and destroyed them.


Police and firefighters were called to
a smoking TV on Arlmont Rd. The fire
department moved the TV to the back garden.



A suspicious man wearing an orange vest
and a hard hat knocked on a door on Highland
Blvd. and asked the owner to flush some
tablets down the toilet. The homeowner
complied, then called the police. The man was
never located.







A vacationing resident on Kenyon Ave. lent
their car to a friend but failed to tell the house
sitter, who reported it stolen.


Someone on Norwood Ct. reported $10,000
in coins stolen from their room in their
parent’s house. The coins were due to be
deposited in a bank deposit.


Many construction tools were stolen:
$4,000 worth from a work site on Sunset Dr.,
$90 worth from a Mazda on Ardmore Rd.,
$3,485 worth from a home under construction
on Stratford Rd., $900 worth from a building
site on Coventry Rd., and $80 worth from an
unlocked Subaru on Kensington Ct.


Someone reported a man dumpster-diving on
Arlington Ave.


A thief made off with a bike, a camping
chair, and a TV from an open garage on
Trinity Ave.


An unlocked bike worth $150 was stolen
from in front of a house on Santa Fe Ave. A
$2,400 mountain bike was taken from an open
garage on Yale Ave.


A realtor showing a house in Martinez was
scared by her client’s advances. She reported
the matter to the police two days later, yet
continued to show the man property.


A woman was locked out of her house with
food cooking on the stove when she walked out
and the door locked behind her. Police found
an open window, and the supper was saved.


it shows

When you love your workout, results come easy.

JAZZERCISE FITNESS CENTER
10837 San Pablo Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530 • 510 · 965 · 1264

A gardener called police after construction
workers placed a one-inch orange marker dot
on her fence.
Chocolate brownie cake mix was spread
on the hoods of a Mercedes and a Honda on
Beloit Ave.
Bees swarming in a garage on Ocean View
Ave. were removed by a local bee expert.


An unlicensed driver was identified on
Colusa Ave. She became a pedestrian when
her car was impounded.


A man complained to police about inapprop
riate spam emails being sent to his daughter.


A resident complained about suspicious calls
from someone trying to sell retirement plans.


Voice mail messages were left by a drunk on
an answering machine on Garden Drive.
A Highland Blvd. resident complained to
the police three times about a fire pit in a
neighbor’s garden. The fire department was
called, who declared the fire completely
safe, yet the neighbor continued to complain
and called the fire department to put out the
fire. Apparently the resident has an ongoing
situation with the neighbor.
A person was observed sleeping on a bench
on Arlington Ave. at a bus stop. He was
sleeping off a night of intoxication. The police
assisted him onto the next bus.


A drunk driver rear-ended an attorney sitting
in her parked car. She screamed continuously but
was declared uninjured in the hospital report.


CD players and stereos were stolen: a $300
Sony CD player from a Mercedes on Berkeley
Park Blvd., a $200 CD player from an Accord
on Arlington Ave., $200 stereos from a Camry
on Coventry Rd. and from a VW on Yale Ave.


A motorcycle was vandalized on Franciscan
Way, in what appears to have been an
incompetent attempt to steal it.


O u t l o o k

PARKING NEEDED. A safe place for a tall van.

Neighborly trade or $25./month. Call 528-4358

PAULA’S PET CARE. Vacation/daily pet care.
ABE’S TREE AND YARD CARE.

Trimming, pruning, removals. Weeding,
hedge maintenance, clean-up. Large or small
jobs. Insured. Local resident. 724-6956.
ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: Trouble shooter for

hire. New computer? Odd errors? Print
problems? Upgrades, repair, training,
wireless, iPods. We come to you. Ruth/
Eugene: 510-526-1209
AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING.

Interior, exterior, waterproof coatings, wood
restoration, color consultation. License
#721226. Kensington references.
655-9267 for free estimate.
BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality,

int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr.
discount, fully ins, Lic. 639300, free est., see
display ad inside on page seven. 232-3340.

CHILDCARE — Available 4 days a week (Tues

thru Friday) from 10:00–4:30. Love kids of all
ages. Reliable. CDL and CPR. References avail
able. Prefer long term position in Kensington,
Berkeley, El Cerrito, Albany, Piedmont or
Montclair. Call Monica Zip at 526-8144
FITWISE PILATES — Grand Opening! Pilates

Classes, Personal Training and Nutrition
Counseling. Located in the “Bank of West
Plaza” 11100 San Pablo, El Cerrito. Free
parking available. 510-232-4885 www.
fitwisePilates.com
HOME REPAIR EXPERT. Fences, decks,

carpentry, tile work, doors and locks, glass
and windows, small electrical/plumbing jobs,
odd jobs. Local references. Rick, 464-5934.
HOUSE and/or COMMERCIAL CLEANING.

Bonded, insured, reliable. Experienced. 558-9191
PIANO LESSONS–Joyce Todd McBride–Over

20 years experience. All ages, levels. Beginners
welcome! 3 blocks from Hilltop School. Member
MTAC, M.A. Mills College. Call 510-448-3111

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR. Memoirs, family history,

fiction, articles, dissertations, newsletters.
Words Into Print. Kate Gilpin. 236-8544
PROFESSIONAL HANDYMAN paints, repairs,

fences, minor plumbing and electrical. 510672-1679.
QUALITY GARDENING—Maintenance, Clean-

up, Aesthetic Pruning, Planting, Irrigation,
Organic Practices. 13 yrs in East Bay. Local refs,
free estimates. Green’s Gardens—510-593-3490.
RENE’S HAULING—All types of hauling and

yard work. Free estimate. Specializing in the
Kensington area. Call: Cell (510) 367-5695 or
(510) HAULING (428-5464)
SUNSET WINDOWS & GUTTER CLEANING

and repairs. Jim (510) 393-8929
TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL AWAY SERVICE:

Will pick up, clean out, recycle, deliver most
anything, anytime. Call Leslie 235-0122.
VACATION BEACH HOUSE Big island of Hawaii,

North Kona Coast. Lovely 3 bedrooms, 2 baths,
ocean/mountain views, owned by Kensington
residents. 527-2009 www.halelea.com
VOICE LESSONS—DISCOVER YOUR VOICE Joyce

Todd McBride welcomes all levels, styles.
Breathing, posture, nerves, vocal strength.
20 years experience teaching, performing,
recording. MTAC, M.A., call 510-548-3111

References provided. Please call
510-528-2428

WATER BLASTING House Driveways Fences

HOUSESITTING—Will take good care of your

WATERPROOFING PROFESSIONAL for Decks—

pets, plants and house while you are on
vacation. Good references. Reliable. Prefer
Kensington, Berkeley, El Cerrito, Albany,
Piedmont or Montclair areas. Call Monica
Zip at 526-8144
MASSAGE—

Having neck, shoulder, or back pain? Massage
makes a difference. Joan, CMT. 525-2750
MASTER CARPENTER.

30 years experience in home remodeling and
renovation: stairs, doors, windows, cabinets,
bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, fencing.
Framing through finish. Large or small jobs.
Local resident George Spilsbury, 525-4051.





K e n s i n g t o n

THE PAINT COMPANY. Highest quality work

inside and out. Estimates and consultation
are free. Many satisfied local references. Fully
insured. License #515120. Call us today at
527-2673.

and Repairs. Jim 510-393-8929

Doors—Windows. Installation—Repair—
Remodel. 30 Year Resident. The Dan Lynch
Company Inc. Lic.#867877 524-4044.
WINDOW CLEANING: Homes or commercial.

Free estimate. References available. Call Cathe
at 510-524-9185.

Kensington Outlook Classified
Classified ad forms are available online at
www.kensingtonoutlook.com at the bottom of
the page. Ads are $6 a line with a minimum of
2 lines at $12. A line consists of 45 spaces or
characters. Deadline for classified ads is the
8th of the month prior to publication. Payment
must be made prior to publication. Mail ad
copy with check made payable to KCC to:
Kensington Outlook Classified
18 Kingston Road
Kensington, CA 94707

HOUSE CLEANING
Professional Touch
Free Estimates

Excellent Work
Reasonable Prices

Good References Available

Wania Vieira

•

510 · 524 · 7787

