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Bumpy road ahead for Kensington street repairs
The Kensington Property Owners
Association is calling for Contra Costa
County to live up to a 1992 agreement and
do a better job of maintaining Kensington
streets.
In September the association met with
Supervisor John Gioia and Department of
Public Works Deputy Director Julie
Bueren to push for better maintenance of
streets following news that the county
planned to postpone road repairs until 2005
because of budget constraints.
Should the county hold to that plan, many
roads in Kensington will go 12 years without receiving maintenance.
Kensington is the only community in
Contra Costa that pays a special assessment for roads. In 1992 residents began
paying a $109 parcel tax to repay a 19-year

bond for road re-construction, repair and
sewer modifications.
In the agreement that led to the establishment of the assessment, the county said it
would “continue fully funding a preventative maintenance program that will prevent
any roads from once again deteriorating to
a condition that is not responsive to preventative maintenance.”
Road repair and maintenance is funded
through the $12 million a year the county raises through gasoline and transportation taxes.
“We are not getting our fair share,” said
Gail Feldman, president of the Kensington
Property Owners Association, a non-profit
education and advocacy group focused on
Kensington property issues. “They are
using that money in other parts of the county, they are just not using it Kensington.”

The Department of Public Works since
determined that while most streets in
Kensington were in better shape than average streets in the county, some scored significantly below average.
Gioia said plans are not finalized, but the
county is looking into fixing the low scoring streets now and accelerating the scheduled maintenance to 2004, rather than 2005
as currently planned.
“The residents raised a good issue. They
said, ‘If we are going to look at assessing
ourselves for other things like drainage, we
want to make sure the county is going to
follow through on its commitment,’” said
Gioia. “They are exactly right. If the community has assessed itself, the county has
to live up to its bargain and the goal is to
have the county do that.”

Road Warrior: KPOA president Gail Feldbaum

Smashing Pumpkins
Kensington tradition revived for annual party

Mechanics Bank branch manager Tony Kallingal uses Marvin Gardens Real Estate owner Todd Hodson as
a model for an early entry in this year’s pumpkin carving contest at the KCC Open House and Parade. The
event is being sponsored by Mechanics Bank and Marvin Gardens is sponsoring the pumpkin carving contest.

Sharpen your knives, scrape out the seeds
and get ready to carve one smashing looking
pumpkin for this year’s pumpkin contest.
Kensington's Marvin Gardens Real Estate
will be offering a limited supply of pumpkins
beginning Oct. 13 until the
Kensington Community Council’s annual
Parade and Open House Sunday, Oct. 19.
The parade begins at 12:30 p.m. and the
festivites run until 3:30 p.m.
Pick up a pumpkin, carve a masterpiece
and bring it to the party for a chance to win
a prize. At press time, prizes were still
being determined.
The Mechanics Bank is sponsoring the
parade and open house this year. It will
kick off with the a parade that begins at the
corner of Arlington and Amherst Avenues
and winds its way to the community center.
Participants assemble at noon and the
parade beings at 12:30 p.m.
John and Lois Hoagland, longtime active
members of Kensington community

Size matters in Kensington when it comes to buses
A group of Kensington residents are calling on AC Transit to restore the use of vans
rather than full size buses on a BerkeleyKensington route that cuts through narrow
streets here.
More than 80 Kensington residents signed
a letter asking AC Transit to reinstate the
vans on the 67 bus line after the agency
replaced them last summer with diesel
buses. The 67 route loops through
Kensington along Beloit, Purdue, Kenyon
and Trinity Avenues. Residents at the end
of August met with Supervisor John Gioia
and representatives of AC Transit in the

hopes of resolving their concerns while
maintaining bus service.
“Those of us along the bus routes here
watch that large bus struggle down our narrow street and really feel it's an accident
waiting to happen,” said Cheryl Katz, a
Trinity Avenue resident who has been
active in the issue. “It’s not a good situation.”
AC Transit is in the process of phasing
out the vans throughout the system because
the agency said they are too costly to operate.
"They were a maintenance nightmare,"
said Robin Little, AC Transit manager of
See Bus Page 8

groups, will
serve as this
year's grand
marshals.
At the community center
there will be
live
music
courtesy of
the El Cerrito
High School Kallingal’s Hodson leaves the
M a r c h i n g competition wide open
Band and the El Cerrito High School Jazz
Band, as well as barbecued lunches.
Lunch tickets can be purchased in
advance at The Mechanics Bank in
Kensington from Oct. 6 through Oct. 17 at
a 50 cent per ticket discount.
This year the bank is holding a poster
contest for kids around the theme “Let
Freedom Ring.” Stop by the bank to pick
up an entry form and a chance to win a
$50 United States Savings Bond.

It’s hammer time

KRON TV’s Jan Wahl
reprises her role as
auctioneer at this
year’s Garden Party
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An appeal for support to Kensington residents from
Kensington Community Council President Don Specter
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Dear Neighbors,

Advertising Manager
Alma Key
advertising@kensingtonoutlook.com

I am writing to ask that you support the Kensington Community Council’s annual
fundraising drive.
Many of you know the council through the Kensington After School Educational
Program and the Summer Day Camp. It also publishes this newspaper, which keeps
us all informed about community issues and activities.

The Kensington Outlook is available
online at www.kensingtonoutlook.com
courtesy of www.aboutkensington.com

In the last few years, KCC has expanded the Kensington After School Enrichment
Program by constructing Building E. It also purchased the equipment for the Tot Lot. In
short, KCC provides critical services to the community that benefit us all and helps
make Kensington a wonderful place to live and raise a family.

Editorial
Classified Ads
Display Ads

KCC needs your help this year. For the first time in memory, KCC is projecting a
budget deficit of $9,000. This is due to large increases in Workers’ Compensation fees
and insurance premiums. We also need money to finish work on Building E and to provide more scholarships for underprivileged students in our after-school program.
Your support for KCC will help the community and especially our kids. Please use
the enclosed envelope on in the middle of the paper to send us your donation today.
Sincerely,

Don Specter
KCC President

KCC President Don Specter outside the KCC
office made possible through the generous
donations of Kensington residents.

(510) 527-1070
(510) 527-1070
(510) 526-3241

The Kensington Outlook is published ten
times a year as a community service of the
non-profit Kensington Community Council.
It is published monthly except for a combined December/January issue and a combined July/August issue. For advertising
rates, space, availability and size restrictions
please call.
The advertising and editorial deadline for
the November issue of the Outlook is
October 10.
© Copyright 2003
Kensington Community Council
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KEF Readies for Garden Party
Annual Fall bash is a critical fundraiser for elementary school
Kensington Education Foundation is
busy seeking guest chefs, fine art, vacation getaways and other donation for its
upcoming Garden Party.
The annual event,
which celebrates its
twentieth anniversary this year, is a
critical fundraiser
for the Kensington
Hilltop Elementary
School.
Last year the event
raised
$88,000, KRON-TV’s Jan Wahl
which is used to fund such programs as
science, music, and art among others. The
event accounts for more than half of all the
money raised each year by the foundation.
“For our school, it makes a difference in
a lot of the programs that we wouldn’t
otherwise have at all,” said Christy Wise,
Garden Party co-chair.

KRON-TV’s Jan Wahl will serve as
celebrity auctioneer for the second year.
Among the items Wahl auctioned was one
of her trademark hats, which fetched $500
for the school. Donations of items for
both the live auction and the silent auction
are still being sought, as are donations of
food and drink.
The foundation is still seeking guest chefs
from local restaurants, delectable edibles
and donations of goods and services for
both the silent and live auction. People
interested in donating auction items can
contact Barbara Wansick at 528-2407 or
Laurie Ushigusa at 559-8825.
The event will be held Nov. 9 at the
Unitarian Universalist Church in
Kensington, It is open to everyone, not
just parents of school children. Tickets
can be purchased for $45 in advance by
calling Christy Wise at 558-1842 or at the
door for $50.

Rep. Ellen Taucher among invitees for
improvement club’s annual meeting
Kensington's congressional representative Ellen Tauscher and supervisor John
Gioia are among a list of leaders invited
to speak at the Kensington Improvement
Club annual Town Hall Meeting.
The meeting will be held Saturday, Nov.
1, 2003 from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Kensington Community Center. The
organization is Kensington's oldest civic
group and is dedicated to the improvement
and beautification of the community.
Police chief Barry Garfield will report on
the accreditation process the department is
currently undergoing and fire chief Mark
Scott has been invited to update the community on Fire Department matters. Glen
Price, West Contra Costa County Unified

School
District
board member will
discuss class size
reduction,
the
recent
guidance
counselor crisis, the
impact of Measure
C and a parcel tax
for the schools.
In addition, local Rep. Ellen Taucher
District and Board
representatives will be afforded time to
report on their current projects and issues.
This year, the board will report on the
status of its beautification and commemorative projects, which are in various
stages of planning and development.

Kensington Municipal Advisor Council
seeks candidates to fill openings
The Kensington Municipal Advisory
Council is seeking applicants for two
expiring terms and a vacant second alternate position.
The advisory body is charged with making recommendations to the Contra Costa
County Board of Supervisors on landuse, planning, zoning variance applications, code enformcement and code
changes.
In addition, the council has a broad
charge to advise the board on county
services, to provide input to the Board
and county staff on issues of concern to
the community and to serve as a liaison
between the community and the district
one supervisor John Gioia.
It's five members and two alternates
serve staggered four-year terms.
Councilmembers David Jenkins’ and
Catherine Reeds' terms both expire at
the end of this year. Neither have
announced whether they will seek

reappointment.
Members are expected to review cases in
advance, interact with the community and
the County Community Development
Department on issues that concern the council, perform other council functions outside
of regular meetings, and occasionally attend
hearings in Martinez.
For more information about the council, call
its chairman James Carman at 526-5546.
Applicants should be property owners
and residents and demonstrate knowledge of the community and its land-use
issues. At present, there is a five-year
residency requirement. However, Gioia
has been considering reducing this
requirement. Otherwise qualified applicants are encouraged to apply.
Applications are available from council
members, the Kensington library, or the
supervisor's office. Completed applications
should be received in the Supervisor's office
no later than Oct. 31.
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Neighborhood Notes
Friends of the Kensington Library Ready for Fall Sale
As part of the Kensington Community
Council’s Open House October 19, the
The Friends of the Kensington Library
will hold a book sale.
There will be many new and gently
used books available in a wide ranges of
genres in the area behind the Kensington
Library. Audio materials are also available. The sale runs from 12:30 p.m. to 4
p.m.
Information a click away
Librarian Barbara Fergason shared a list
of 26 sources of useful information and
services such as the QandA Cafe, which is
a joint program of the Contra Costa
County Library and the Golden Gate
Library Network.

The QandA Cafe allows you to ask
questions, such as “How and when did
‘Geronimo’ become the thing to yell as
someone jumped from an airplane?” Or,
“Where can I get information on overseas adoptions?”
Answers to such questions will be
researched and the answer e-mailed to
you. Other sources include those that
provide biographical materials, book
summaries, information for kids, for students working on research papers, for
investors, and full text access to many
newspapers as well as many other
sources. You can access the full list by
going to the Contra Costa Library Site at
http://ccclib.org/ and then clicking on
"Databases."

Laurien Jones to conduct Kensington Symphony

The Kensington Outlook is online at www.kensingtonoutlook.com
Hosted by Aboutkensington.com, courtesy of PagePoint Web Solutions of Kensington.

The Kensington Symphony Orchestra
opens a new season Oct. 25 under the
baton of guest conductor Laurien Jones.
The orchestra will perform music of
Beethoven, Vivaldi, and Cesar Franck.
Now in its 26th year, the symphony is
comprised of local professional musicians
and accomplished amateurs.
Guest conductor Laurien Jones is a former concertmaster and violin soloist for
the Kensington Symphony Orchestra,

Jones serves as Artistic Director and
Conductor of the New Millennium
Strings Orchestra.
The Saturday, October 25 concert will be
held at Northminster Presbyterian
Church, 545 Ashbury Ave., El Cerrito,
across from El Cerrito High School.
Tickets are available at the door for a suggested donation of $10; $8 seniors; and
children free. For more information, call
(510) 524-4335.

New Play about the lives of
men to be performed at UUCB

Daniel Ellsberg to speak at
church on abolishing nukes

Man Talk, a new play about men's lives,
created from works by Edgar Lee
Masters, Jane Martin and others, will be
performed at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Berkeley in Kensington.
Twenty men from this church have spent
the summer studying acting in preparation. They are creating an ensemble that
tells the stories of forty American men
who lived in the 19th and 20th centuries.
Some voices speak from the graveyard
and some from modern cities. All speak
of yearnings, joys, challenges and regrets
common to every time and place.
Directed by Donna Davis, the performances will be held Saturday evenings:
October 4 and 11 at 8 PM and Sunday
October 5 and 12 at 3 PM. The church is
located at 1 Lawson Road. For tickets,
call 510-223-7721 or buy them at the
door. There is a suggested donation $10.

Daniel Ellsberg, a Kensington resident
best known for leaking the Pentagon
Papers to the press, which helped end the
Nixon presidency and the Vietnam War,
will be the 2003 Lawrence Lecturer at the
Unitarian
Universalist Church of
Berkeley in Kensington
Ellsberg will speak on how to end the
cycle of violence and abolish nuclear
weapons on Friday October 10 at 8:00
p.m. at the church at 1 Lawson Road.
On Saturday, October 11 from 9:30a.m.
to Noon, there will be a follow-up seminar with Ellsberg.
Suggested donation: $10 lecture, $10
seminar, $7 seniors and students. For
information, call Martha Helming (510)
528- 3417.
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Kensington Communit y Education
Youth Classes

KASEP
Kensington After School
Enrichment Program
Building E
59 Arlington Ave.
Kensington, CA 94707-1037
OFFICE HOURS
10:00am to 4:00pm Monday-Friday
Director
Helen Horowitz
(510) 525-0292
10am to 4:00 p.m.
On-Site Supervisor
Elma Conley
(510) 525-0292
Noon to 4:00pm
Sandy Thacker
Curriculum Coordinator
(510) 482-1258

Gymnastics
Morning
Kindergartners
11:45 a.m.-1:05
p.m.
Advanced
Beginners, Grades
1-3
Tuesdays 2:30 p.m.3:20 p.m.
Advanced Beginners,
Grades 4-6
Tuesdays
2:50 p.m.-3:40 p.m.
Students should wear loose
clothing such as leotards, sweatpants, or shorts. Long hair must be
tied in a ponytail.
To enroll
call Judy Baker at 233-1833.

Instructors: Judy Baker and Jean Jay
Session:
13 weeks
September 24 - December 17
Fees:
Kindergartners:
$140/resident
$155/non-resident
Other students:
$125/resident
$140/non-resident
Administration fee: $25
COMMUNITY CENTER
Tennis
In this class for students in Grades
6,7,and 8, Alex Brown teaches the
fundamentals of tennis, including
strokes, tactics, and sportsmanship.
Classes consist of instruction, drills,

and play, and continue
through the school
year. Students
must register by
the month for
one or two days a
week.
Instructor:
Alex Brown
524-5495
Session:
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays
3:45p.m. - 5 p.m.
Monthly
Fees:
(payable monthly)
$10 per class/resident
$11 per class/non-resident
TENNIS COURTS

Adult Classes
TENNIS
Alex Brown, USPTA tennis pro, offers
classes to a minimum of four students.
To register
Call Alex Brown at (510) 524-5495.
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9am-10am
5 classes/$40 per resident
5 classes/$45 per non-resident
TENNIS COURTS (WEST COURT)
DOG OBEDIENCE
Handlers must be
at least 14 years of
age. Dogs must be
at least five months
old, have had all their
shots, and be accustomed to a leash.
Instructor:
Nancy Cuccia (510)
234-4500
Wednesdays Beginners: 7-8 p.m.
Next session starts September 18
6 weeks/$36 per resident
6 weeks/$40 per non-resident
8 p.m. - 8:45pm $4/class
Intermediate/Advanced:
9 p.m. - 9:45 p.m. $4/class
COMMUNITY CENTER
ACRYLIC PAINTING
Stan Cohen leads this informal
but professional workshop for
established and serious beginning artists. Mornings are devoted to developing painting with
assistance available. Afternoons
are reserved for class critique.
Enrollment is limited. Instructor
approval required.

Instructor:
Stan Cohen
Wednesdays, 9:45a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
$32/month/per resident
$36/month/per non-resident
COMMUNITY CENTER
EXERCISE TO MUSIC
Non-impact aerobics; ongoing.
Instructor:
Michele Dorntge
Monday, Tuesdays and Fridays
9 a.m. -10 a.m.
$40/1 x week, $80/2 x week,
$120/3 x week, $4.50 drop in
Non-residents add 10 percent
COMMUNITY CENTER
SUCCESSFUL MARKETING FOR
BUSINESS OWNERS
Discover how to make your business
more successful with easily learned marketing principles. The class will emphasize
practical ways of increasing your income
and generating a steady flow of clients.
Instructor Linda Walker has an MBA in
marketing and worked with business owners for more than 17 years. For more
information call Linda Walker at 526-7743
or the KCC office to register.
Instructor:
Linda Walker
Six Thursday Evenings Oct. 16 Nov. 6, Nov. 20, Dec. 4
$270 per resident
$300 per non-resident
Community Center
A New Year for Business Owners
This class is for business owners who
have owned a business for at least one

year. We will be reviewing the past
year and creating a strategic plan for
the New Year. You will leave with a concrete marketing plan, which will include
how to realize your financial goals and
ways of obtaining greater personal satisfaction from your work. Walker has
worked with business owners for more
than 17 years and has an MBA. call
Linda Walker at 526-7743 or the KCC
office to register.
Instructor:
Linda Walker
Three Thursday evenings
Jan. 15 - Jan. 29, 7 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
$135 per resident
$150 per non-resident
COMMUNITY CENTER
PORTRAIT AND STILL LIFE
OIL PAINTING CLASS
Beginning and advanced students
will paint from live models.
For more information or to sign up
call Barbara Ward (510) 5282983. Works by Ward
include portraiture, landscape and still life.
Ward also offers private
classes in oil painting.
Instructor:
Barbara Ward
Portrait
Thursdays, 7:00p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Still life:
Fridays, 10:00am - 1:00pm
Ongoing -- 8 weeks
$200 for residents
$220 for non-resident
BUILDING E

KCC
Kensington Community Council
Helen Horowitz, Administrator
Kensington Community Council
Building E, 59 Arlington Ave.
Kensington, CA 94707-1037
(510) 525-0292
OFFICE HOURS
10:00am to 4:00pm Mon-Fri
OFFICE CLOSED: Sept 1
NOTICES
To register for class call the office
unless otherwise specified. Some
classes have enrollment limits.
Those registering will be notified if they
cannot be enrolled.
Tennis Court Reservation
Reservations are taken for weekends
only; the earliest reservation is for
9:00am. Fees are $2 per hour for
Kensington residents, $5 for non-residents.
Community Center
Call the KCC office for rental and
reservation information.
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Kensington Calendar
Thursday, October 2
The Kensington Senior Activity Center 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Arlington Community Church,
52 Arlington Ave. Program to be determined.
Blood pressure by paramedics, German
Conversation Group and Therapeutic Massage by
Jessica ($8, 15 min). Potluck lunch. Bring food
for 4-6 people, or pay $3. Info: 526-9146

Tuesday, October 7
The Kensington Community Council meets
at 7:30 p.m. in Building E at Kensington Park.
Call 525-0292 to confirm.

p.m. Arlington Community Church, 52 Arlington Ave.
History of Chocolate with Marina Gutierrez, German
Conversation Group. Potluck lunch. Bring food for 46 people, or pay $3. Info: 526-9146

Tuesday, October 7
Family Storytime at the Kensington Library at
7 p.m. Info: 524-3043

Friday, October 3
Spanish Classical Guitarist
Jaume Torrent holds a
Master class sponsored by
New Millennium Strings 4
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Arlington
Community Church, 52
Arlington Ave. Participants:
$20; Public: $5. Registration
and info: 528-4633

Wednesday, October 8
The Kensington Fire Protection District
Board will meet at 7:30 at the Kensington
Community Center. Call 527-8395 to confirm.

Saturday, October 18
Fighting for Democracy
not Just Democrats, the
El Cerrito Democratic
Club's 2003 dinner 6 p.m.
at the Arlington Community
Church, 52 Arlington Ave.
hear Assembly member
Loni Hancock and state
senator Tom Torlakson.
Tickets $20 for adults and
$10 for children in advance Loni Hancock
or $25/$12.50 a the door.
Info: 527-2194

Saturday, October 4
Jaume Torrent
New Millennium Strings
presents the second concert of its 2003-2004
season at 8 p.m. at University Christian Church
of Berkeley, 2401 Le Conte Ave., at 8 p.m.
Featured guest soloist Spanish classical guitarist Jaume Torrent. Suggested donation $10
adults and $7 seniors. Kids free. Info: 528-4633
Sunday, October 5
Personal Theology Seminar: Explorations in
Unitive Consciousness and the consequences
for our lives with psychologist Abraham Levitsky,
graphic artist Linda Brandon, physician Steve
Berkov and political scientist Walter Anderson
9:30 a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road. Info: 525-0302
Sunday, October 5
New Millennium Strings presents the second
concert of its 2003-2004 season at 8 p.m. at St.
Clement's Episcopal Church, 2837 Claremont
Blvd., Berkeley, at 3 p.m. Guest soloist Spanish
classical guitarist Jaume Torrent. Suggested
donation $10 adults and $7 seniors. Kids free.
Info: 528-4633
Monday October 6
Information Literacy: How to do your own online
medical research at the Kensington Library 6:55 p.m.
to 7:30 p.m. To reserve a seat or for info: 524-3043

Thursday, October 9
The Kensington Senior Activity Center 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Arlington Community Church,
52 Arlington Ave. Slideshow with Jackie
Hetman, German Conversation Group. Lunch
$3. Info: 526-9146
Thursday, October 9
Kensington
Police
Protection
and
Community Service District meets at 7:30
p.m. in room 3 of the Kensington Community
Center. Call 526-4141 to confirm.
Saturday, October 11
El Cerrito author Shelly Rivoli reads from her novel
“I Was a Vacuum Cleaner Salesman" 7:30 p.m. at
Boadecia's Books, 398 Colusa Ave. Info: 559-9184
Sunday, October 12
Personal Theology Seminar: Explorations in
Unitive Consciousness and the consequences
for our lives continues at 9:30 a.m. at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1
Lawson Road. Info: 525-0302
Monday October 13
Information Literacy: How to find articles in back
issue s of magazines and newspapers online at
the Kensington Library 6:55 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. To
reserve a seat or for info: 524-3043
Tuesday, October 14
Family Storytime at the Kensington Library at
7 p.m. Info: 524-3043
Thursday, October 16
The Kensington Senior Activity Center 9 a.m. to 2

Sunday, October 19
Personal Theology Seminar: Queen of Heaven
with Barbara Hamilton-Holway, co-minister with
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley 9:30
a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Berkeley, 1 Lawson Road. Info: 525-0302
Monday October 20
Information Literacy: How to do business
and investment research online at the
Kensington Library 6:55 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. To
reserve a seat or for info: 524-3043
Tuesday, October 21
Larry Lee, horticulturist at the University of
California Botanical Garden and owner of
Fantastic Foliage, will speak on Unusual Foliage
at the Berkeley Garden Club, Epworth United
Methodist Church, 1953 Hopkins St., Berkeley.
Meeting at 1p.m. and free program at 2 p.m. Info:
524-4374
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Wednesday, October 22
Andrea Irvin, president of the UC College
Republicans speaks on the Political Climate
at Berkeley at the Kensington Area Republican
Women's Club noon at the Mira Vista Golf and
Country Club, 7900 Cutting Blvd. Reservation
deadline Oct. 15. Lunch $15. Info: 524-5689
Thursday October 23
The Kensington Senior Activity Center 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Arlington Community Church,
52 Arlington Ave. Protect Yourself from Identity
Theft with Angela Escobar, German Conversation
Group. Lunch $3. Info: 526-9146
Friday, October 24
Pat Welch, author of the Helen Black
mystery series, reads from her book "A
Day Too Long" at 7:30 p.m. at Boadecia's
Books, 398 Colusa Avenue at Colusa
Circle. Info: 559-9184
Sunday, October 26
Personal Theology Seminar: A. Philip
Randolf: Black Christian Humanist with
Cynthia Taylor, professor of American religious history at community colleges at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, 1
Lawson Road. Info: 525-0302
Monday October 27
Information Literacy: How to to use the computer mouse. Kensington Library 6:55 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. To reserve a seat or for info: 524-3043
Tuesday, October 28
Wings in the Night with live bats presented by
Patricia Winters of the California Bat Conservation
Fund at 6:30 p.m. at the Kensington Library.
Tickets required. Info: 524-3043

Tuesday, October 21
Family Storytime at the Kensington Library at
7 p.m. Info: 524-3043

Tuesday, October 28
Kensington Municipal Advisory Council will
meet at 7:30 p.m. at the Kensington Community
Center. Call 526-5546 to confirm.

Tuesday, October 21
Learn about Esperonto, a language spoken round
the world, from members of the Esperanto
League of North America at 7 p.m. at the El
Cerrito Library, 6510 Stockton Ave. Info: 526-7512

Thursday October 30
The Kensington Senior Activity Center 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Arlington Community Church,
52 Arlington Ave. Program TBA. German
Conversation Group. Lunch $3. Info: 526-9146
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Retired professor Jessie Rabinowitz dies at 78
Jesse C. Rabinowitz, a University of
California at Berkeley, biochemist and
expert on how the body uses the essential
B vitamin folic acid, died Sept. 9 of cancer at his Kensington home. He was 78.
A professor emeritus of molecular and
cell biology at UC Berkeley, Rabinowitz
spent his career tracking down, identifying and characterizing the enzymes that
require folic acid to function.
Rabinowitz also was an avid photographer and a member of the Berkeley
Camera Club. He frequently showed his
work at galleries around the Bay Area.
Rabinowitz left his extensive collection
of color slides, numbering in the thousands and meticulously organized, to the
Special Collections Department of the
McHenry Library at the University of
California
Library,
Santa
Cruz.
A native of New York City, Rabinowitz
was born April 28, 1925, and obtained his
bachelor's degree in chemistry from the
Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn in 1945.
Following graduate studies at the
University of Wisconsin, Madison, where
he earned a PhD in biochemistry in 1949,

he took a postdoctoral position
at UC Berkeley
before joining the
National Institute
of Arthritis and
Metabolic
Diseases as a
chemist in 1953.
He returned to
UC Berkeley in
1957 as a member Jessie Rabinowitz
of the biochemistry department faculty,
from which he retired in 1991. He served
as chair of the Department of
Biochemistry from 1978 to 1983.
Rabinowitz was a member of the
National Academy of Sciences and a fellow of the American Society for
Microbiology.
Rabinowitz leaves no survivors, and
there are no plans for a memorial service.
Donations in his memory can be made to
the Division of Biochemistry, Department
of Molecular and Cell Biology, 597 Life
Sciences Addition #3200, University of
California, Berkeley, CA 94720-3200.
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From the case files of the KPD
Events in August
Police responded to complaints of loud talking on Anson Way at 2:30 a.m. A man who
appeared to have been drinking explained he
was speaking on his cell phone to clients in
Europe and that he would stop.
A woman believes she scared off a
burglar attempting to break in through
the skylight of her home on Colusa
Ave. After she screamed, she heard a
car speed away.
Police cut the lock off the
gate of a Kenyon Ave. home
after a neighbor's house-sitter
placed it there.

A sex offender re-registered with police as
required annually.
Police resolved a civil dispute between a resident on St. Albans and a worker who agreed to
fix a sidewalk for $450. When the work was
completed, the man demanded $700 and threatened to tear up the sidewalk if not paid. Police
explained that wouldn't be a good idea
since the county considers the sidewalk
belongs to it. The man settled for $450.
Police contacted people sleeping in the back of an SUV on
Garden Dr. The people were
residents and said they spent the
night in the vehicle, but offered no
explanation, not even the mention
of rich corinthian leather.

A Rincon Road resident
reported the theft of a 1992 Acura Integra
valued at $3500 along with a $1,700 laptop
computer inside.

Kensington Police assisted El Cerrito Police
with the apprehension of the driver of a stolen
vehicle on Fairmont Ave. after a brief chase.

A woman on Stratford Road complained
about telephone calls from a former tenant that
was angry and yelling over clean-up fees
charged for an apartment.

Police assisted a woman on Arlington Ave.
who locked herself out of her home. Police
removed the pins on her door and suggested
she leave a spare key with them.

Police notified animal control after a
Coventry Rd. resident called about the presence
of a dead deer in his back yard. He sold the
house and was concerned that children of the
new owners might see the deerly departed.

An Ardmore Road resident reported the
theft of $500 worth of decorative rocks and
slate. Be on the lookout for strong criminals.

A Kensington resident reported possible
fraud that occurred in Essex, England. While
travelling, he rented a camper and was told he
hadn't pre-paid the $2,500 in insurance. He
paid with travellers checks, but returned home
to find the $2,500 charge on his credit card.
A Coventry Road resident reported water
noises. He feared a water main broke. It was a
leak from the his own fountain.

BUS: Residents want
to exact change
continued from page 1

special projects.
AC Transit is considering an alternative
smaller vehicle, but Little said it would
take between two to three years at minimum to put it into operation. The agency
is looking into leasing a smaller vehicle as
an interim solution, but has made no decision to do so yet.

A women on Windsor Avenue was robbed
of $260 at gunpoint while getting out of her
car outside her home. Albany police later
arrested a suspect believed to have committed
similar robberies in the surrounding areas.
A resident on Beverley Rd. complain about
a broken sewer pipe from a neighbor's property that was leaking onto his. The neighbor
contacted a repair service and was awaiting
workman. Comes the Spring, the grass will be
greener on the other side of the fence.

At supervisor Gioia's request, the county will see if any of the streets the bus
travels on should be deemed too small to
accommodate full size buses and bar them
from operating there, but some residents
are concerned that such moves could lead
AC Transit to eliminate the route. About
35 people ride the Kensington loop on
any given day.
AC Transit has operated on these streets
since the 1960s. A standard transit bus is 102
inches wide and 40 feet long. The buses AC
transit is currently running along the 67
route are 102 inches wide and 30 feet long.
That compares to the vans, which were 96
inches wide and 24 feet long.
"I think a lot of it is perception," said Little.
"The vans look like a van in the front and have
a big bulbous back on them. By the time they
put the mirrors on the front, it is almost as wide
as the 102 inch bus."

Page 8

Classified Advertising
A-1 APPLIANCE REPAIR master consultant
services. Earthquake & Disaster * Education
Program * Refrigerators * Freezers * Garbage
Disposals * Dryers * Washers * Dishwashers *
Hot Water Heaters * Furnaces * Hot Tubs
etc… All brand name appliance installations &
repairs. Don, 35 years experience, master
repairman 1-800-998-6482, 510-232-3304
VACATION BEACH HOUSE, Big Island of
Hawaii, North Kona Coast. Lovely 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, ocean, mountain views, owned by
Kensington residents. 527-2009.
MASSAGE-Relax, refresh, rejuvenate, heal.
Joan Provencher, CMT, 525-2750.
ALL THINGS MACINTOSH. Troubleshooter for
hire! Internet making you crazy: Solve mysterious
freezes.
Improve
performance.
References. Roslyn, 510/526-1209.
HOME REPAIR EXPERT. Fences, decks, carpentry, tile work, doors and locks, glass and
windows, small electrical/plumbing jobs, odd
jobs. Local references. Rick, 464-5934.
PAULA’S PET CARE. Vacation/daily pet care.
Bonded, insured, reliable. Experienced 558-9191.

MR. MIGHTY MAN HAULING. Clean out/up
home, basement, garage. Dump runs. 827-6757.
TWO STRONG WOMEN HAUL-AWAY SERVICE. Pick up, clean out, deliver, recycle almost
anything, anytime. Call for Halloween Special.
Leslie, 235-0122.
ABE’S TREE AND YARD CARE. Trimming,
pruning, removals. Weeding, hedge maintenance, clean-up. Large or small jobs. Insured.
Local resident. 724-6956.
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES, PERSONAL
FINANCE Reasonable rates. Joan Provencher
525-2750.
SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATIONS in peaceful
guest suite; kitchen access, privacy, 528-9970.
www.geocities.com/hillshomestay/photos.
ALBANY APTS ON KAINS AVE. Both 2nd floor &
small; refrig., elec. stove; laundry on premises. (1)
2BR, carpets: $1,100/mo. (2) 1BR, hardwoodfloors: $795/mo. Call owner, 524-3225.
WINDOW CLEANING: 22 yrs. in the biz. Homes
or commerical. Free estimate. Call Cathe at 510524-9185.

PROFESSIONAL EDITOR/WRITER. Memoirs,
fiction, newsletters, brochures, proof, dissertations,
essays, articles. Words Into Print. 236-0919.

CLARK KELLEY’S CALIFORNIA GARDENS.
All phases of landscape construction, plant
design irrigation and garden installation.
Flagstone and brick patios. Local references
License #534467. 869-2788.

MASTER CARPENTER. 30 years experience
in home remodeling and renovation: stairs,
doors, windows, cabinets, bookcases, trim, drywall, decks, fencing. Framing through finish.
Large or small jobs. Local resident George
Spilsbury, 525-4051.

DOG WALKS & PET SITS by SAFE HANDS: We
make pets smile! Local, friendly, reliable & great
references. Bonded, Insured, Licensed. Please call
528-7870 or WWW.SAFEHANDSPETCARE.COM

MORTENSEN ELECTRICAL. License #423101.
Specializing in residential wiring. Honest, bonded
and insured. Call John, 527-6711.
THE PAINT COMPANY. Highest quality work
inside and out. Estimates and consultation are free.
Many satisfied local references. Fully insured.
License #515120. Call us today at 527-2673.
BRIDGE PAINTING paints houses! Top quality,
int/ext, A-1 prep. for lasting finish, Sr. discount, fully
ins, Lic. 639300, free est, see display ad inside.
232-3340.
AURORA PAINTING & DECORATING. Interior,
exterior, waterproof coatings, wood restoration,
color consultation. License #721226. Kensington
references. 655-9267 for free estimate.
TOPCOAT PAINTERS. Old world craftsmanship.
Custom color mixing, wood finishes, plaster repair.
Free decorating service. Interior and exterior.
Residential and commercial. Kensington references. License #684698. 525-3444.
HANDYMAN YARD PAINTING Carpenter. Fence,
deck, roof, locks, hauling, glass, etc. Bruce 318-4819.

HOUSE AND OFFICE CLEANING. Responsible,
honest, efficient. Excellent work. Good references.
I’ve worked in the area 6 years. Please call 524-7787.
KENSINGTON HILLTOP SCHOOL TEACHER
wants to rent room. Will do basic home and yard
work. Jim (209) 613-0175.
HANDYMAN:
winterize,
repair,
build,
elec.,plumb., roofing, gutter clean, de-pest, etc.
Lee, 525-1945.
COMMUTING FAMILY looking for shortterm housesit/low fee rental or house
swap 925-274-1022

