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EBMUD is planning to replace Summit Reservoir, located on the 
Berkeley/Kensington border. Built in the 1890’s, the reservoir has 
had several upgrades over its life, but now needs to be replaced. 

Preliminary planning studies call for either one or two small water 
tanks within the footprint of the large site, as well as the replace-
ment of two pumping plants on the western side.

Late last year, EBMUD met with local officials and held the first 
of three planned community meetings, to develop a design for 
the site. Outreach will continue through the early spring of 2010. 
Work on the Environmental Impact Report will also begin this 
year. The existing reservoir will be empty and removed from ser-
vice during the expected 3 years of construction. 

Summit Reservoir 
Replacement ProjectBerkeley dancer Patricia Bulitt performed 

Mother of the Mukluk Seal Mask Dance last 
month at the Kensington Library.

see Reservoir, page 5… 

Police Tax Increase 
Headed for June Ballot
At the January 7th meeting of the KPPCSD, the Board of Directors 
voted to authorize NBS – a consulting and administrative services 
provider to local governments – to do the preliminary work for 
placing a Police Tax Assessment increase on the June 2010 ballot. 
NBS has been asked to gather information on a proposed increase, 
provide financial estimates on what the tax increase should be, pre-
pare the necessary materials sufficient to place a tax initiative on 
the ballot, and coordinate the election schedule with the County. 

The KPPCSD Finance Committee recommended an annual “up-
to-$200 per parcel” tax increase (if less than $200 is needed in 
any year, less would be collected) with annual CPI-based Cost-of-
Living increases, and proportionate tax increases on business- and 
unimproved property. 

According to Director Wright, “Fifteen years ago, the existing sup-
plemental police tax of $300 per house was instituted by the voters, 

see Police Tax, page 5… 

KCC Spring Party: March 13 
Earthquake Preparedness

Supervisor John Gioia 
on Pt. Molate Casino

 
KCC Welcomes

Donations for Silent Auction
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401 Colusa

To the Editor:

At a County Board of Supervisors meet-
ing in November, Andrew Woolman, the 
architect of the project at 401 Colusa, 
chose to withdraw his clients’ application 
for a building permit rather than allow a 
vote that would have resulted in a compro-
mise to their plan.

Throughout the planning process, the 
owners of 401 Colusa have asserted their 
right to construct a full 3-story building.  
But doing so would block views of San 
Francisco and the Bay from my property 
at 1619 Oak View, as well as the house at 
1611 Oak View next door.

Decision makers, including KMAC, the 
Planning Commission and now the County 
Supervisors, have consistently held that 
these views should be protected under the 
Kensington View Ordinance.

Sup. John Gioia and the County Depart-
ment of Conservation and Development 
worked hard to craft a compromise that 
would give the owners a viable project 
while protecting residential views. In the 
end, they formulated a plan that would 
allow the project to retain the 3 residential 
and 2 commercial units they envisioned 
while scaling back overall space by just 
668 of the originally planned 4326 sq. ft.

It is the refusal of the owners to make this 
concession that has brought their plans to 
a halt.  Their choices now are to restart the 
process with a new plan or to acquire the 
adjoining property at 411 Colusa, demol-
ish the house there now, and build a proj-
ect approved under the 1983 PUD that 
would include a 34-car parking garage. I 
hope they recognize that the unyielding 
position they have taken to date has gotten 
them nowhere.

My group would like to see development 
at 401 Colusa.  But we believe it important 
to preserve existing residential views and 
ensure the scale of development is consis-
tent with the surrounding neighborhood.

We’re sorry to see the planning process at 
a standstill but we think under the circum-
stances, this outcome is just.

Enforcement of the View Ordinance 
affects the interests of a great many 
Kensington residents.  Sup. Gioia and 
the others who considered this project 
have been thoughtful and fair. We should 
applaud their efforts to find a reasonable 
solution that respects the property rights 
of all interested parties.

Sincerely,

Rodney Paul 
Chair, Colusa Circle Improvement Assoc.

FEB 2010

 

K E N S I N G T O N

O U T L O O K
E D I T O R

J O E L  K O O S E D

A D V E R T I S I N G  M A N A G E R

A L M A  K E Y

P U B L I S H E R 

KENSINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
59 Arlington Avenue

Kensington, CA 94707-1307

Published ten times a year by the nonprofit 
Kensington Community Council. (Monthly, 
except for the combined July/August and 

December/January issues.) Available online  
at www.KensingtonOutlook.com, 

courtesy of www.AboutKensington.com.

Editorial…………………...510-236-8632
e d i t o r @ K e n s i n g t o n O u t l o o k . c o m
Advertising………………510-526-3241
advertising@KensingtonOutlook.com

Advertising
Classified ad rates are $6 a line (45 spaces or 
characters), with a 2-line minimum. Online 
ad forms are available after the back issues 
listings at: www.KensingtonOutlook.com  
 
Display and classified advertis-
ing mail to: Kensington Outlook 18 
Kingston Rd. Kensington, CA 94707.
Other mail to: 59 Arlington Avenue,  
Kensington, CA 94707.

February Advertising Deadline…..Feb. 8 
February Editorial Deadline…….Feb. 10

Copyright © 2010, Kensington Community Council

Supervisor John Gioia on the  
Proposed Point Molate Casino

I grew up in West County and am raising 
my family here. I understand how three 
casinos could change the character of the 
Richmond area in ways many of us don’t 
want. That’s why it wasn’t easy for me 
to take another hard look at the proposed 
Point Molate Casino Resort in Richmond 
and reassess how I think the County should 
prepare for this possible development.  

In addition to Casino San Pablo, which 
is already designated tribal land for the 
Lytton Band of Pomo Indians, the Guidi-
ville Band of Pomos are seeking approval 
from the federal government for Indian 
land at Point Molate, and the Scott’s 
Valley Band of Pomos are seeking tribal 
land in North Richmond. Such approval 
would allow the tribes to build a casino.

In order to get federal approval, the tribes 
must prove they have a connection to the 
area. The U.S. Dept. of Interior makes 
this determination. The County has no 
approval authority whatsoever. Local 
agencies can weigh in with their opinions 
on these projects, but approval rests solely 
with the federal government. 

The City of San Pablo supported Casino 
San Pablo, and the Richmond City Coun-
cil approved a contract to sell Point Molate 
land to the Guidiville tribe for a casino 
resort project.  The Obama Administration 
has told tribal leaders that it wants to make 
the process for transferring lands to Indian 
tribes less onerous and time-consuming.

Contra Costa County has been the primary 
public agency opposing these casino proj-
ects, and I’ve been a leader of this oppo-
sition. Now that the projects are moving 
forward, with a chance of approval, I’m 
committed to protecting local communi-

Gioia on Molate

The Kensington Community Council will 
hold its Spring Celebration this year on 
Saturday, March 13th, from 6:30-9:30pm. 
Andronico’s Market, Marvin Gardens 
Real Estate, and Mechanics Bank are gen-
erously sponsoring this year’s event, to be 
held at the Community Center. Tickets are 
$25 at the door. There will be food and 
drink to enjoy while bidding on silent auc-
tion items provided by local residents and 
businesses.

22nd Annual KCC Spring Celebration

ties from impacts on traffic, public safety, 
health and social services. I’m also deter-
mined to ensure that local residents are 
first in line for economic benefits – includ-
ing jobs.  

This doesn’t mean I support urban gaming. 
It means that I don’t want the County to 
be left out in the cold if the projects are 
approved, and not receive help from the 
tribes to mitigate community impacts.  

Recently, after much examination, the 
Board of Supervisors approved an agree-
ment with the Guidiville Band of Pomos 
under which the County will get substan-
tially more revenue and jobs than if we 
had opposed the Point Molate proposal to 
the bitter end. 

The Point Molate agreement provides 
funding for traffic improvements and a 
guaranteed $12 million annually which 
will more than cover public safety, and 
health and social service impacts, plus 
revenue for violence prevention, job train-
ing, youth services and other pressing 
needs. This amount can be renegotiated 
if impacts are greater than projected, and 
will be adjusted for inflation annually.

An additional provision in the agreement 
allows the possibility of an additional $10 
million annually for improved healthcare 
services to County residents. The agree-
ment also guarantees that 70% of the proj-
ect’s estimated 4,500 jobs are reserved 
for County residents, with 40% going to 
Richmond residents. 

Richmond, through its agreement with the 
tribe, is guaranteed $17 - $20 million in 
annual revenues from the project, and has 
required “green” construction, and that all 
the shoreline be public open space. 

All of these mitigations are incredibly 
important if the Point Molate project is 
approved – especially in today’s econ-
omy. While it does feel a little like being 
between a rock and a hard place in an 
uncertain future, I believe the Board’s 
decision is in the best interests of county 
residents. If the project is approved, we 
are guaranteed local jobs and revenue to 
address impacts and provide community 
benefit.  Without the agreement, there are 
no guarantees. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A free children’s party with games, 
movies, and food will be provided for 
children ages 3-11. 

Many of our talented community members 
have helped to support this fundraiser over 
the years by donating auction items for the 
event. If you’d like to donate an item for 
KCC’s Spring Celebration, please contact 
Danielle Power at 524-6737, or for party 
information, call Esther at 525-0292.
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ADULT CLASSESKIDS AFTER SCHOOL REGISTRATION

User-Friendly Pilates 
with Ernie Adams  
 

Acrylic Painting 
Wednesdays, 9:45am-1:30pm

Stan Cohen (533-3003) leads this infor-
mal but professional workshop for 
established and serious beginning adult 
artists. Mornings are devoted to devel-
oping painting, with assistance avail-
able. Afternoons are reserved for class 
critique. Enrollment is limited.  Instruc-
tor approval required.  

Fees:  $32/month ($36 for nonresidents) 
Held at the Community Center.

Pilates is designed to stretch and 
strengthen your body in an intelligent 
way, and engages your deepest core 
abdominal, lumbar, breathing and 
pelvic þoor muscles. Developing core 
strength gives you greater power and 
precision in movement, and helps pro-
tect your body from injury. Pilates can 
help you discover how to feel more pow-
erful, age more gracefully, and move 
with more rhythm and þow. These 
classes are mixed-level, appropriate 
for those with experience, and also for 
those who are just beginning. 

 
CURRENT CLASS SERIES 

(Still open for enrollment & drop-ins.)

Å Level One 
Get Stronger Without Getting Hurt 

WEDNESDAYS, 7:30-8:30pm,  
Jan. 13-Feb. 24 (7 Classes) 

*$86 Residents, $87 Non-residents.  
($15 drop-in) Å Mats provided

*Special Discount: Take Level One & 
Two together for $140 ($10/class)

Level One is about becoming aware of 
deep supportive core muscles, learn-
ing how to release tight muscles, and 
stretch and strengthen in a way that 
reduces the chance of injury. (Also from 
March 3- April 7: 6 Classes - $72/73)

Å Level Two 
Endurance – Increasing the Challenge

TUESDAYS, 7:30-8:30pm 
Jan. 12-Feb. 23 (7 Classes) 

*$86 Residents, $87 Non-residents.  
($15 drop-in) Å Mats provided

*Special Discount: Take Level One & 
Two together for $140 ($10/class)

Level Two is about building endurance 
and increasing power and control of 
movement. It is a little faster paced and 
more challenging than Level One, yet 
involves many of the same principles. 
(Also from Mar. 2nd: 6 Classes - $72/73)

Ernie Adams is a Pilates Instructor 
and Feldenkrais® Movement Educa-
tor, with an extensive background as a 
professional dancer. He presents a less 
stressful way of learning Pilates, and 

Yoga for Health  
Tuesdays 9:15-10:30am

Harmonize your body, mind, and spirit.  
This class involves basic Yoga poses, 
correct body alignment, breathing 
techniques, and relaxation.  Develop 
strength, þexibility, endurance, and 
grace.  Therapeutic concerns such as 
wrist, knee, neck and back pain, and 
stress reduction will be addressed.  No 
prior experience required – all ages wel-
come.  Please bring a mat to the class.

Classes held in the Community Center. 

Fees for residents:  $15 for drop-in; $75 
for a series of 6 classes. Nonresidents 
please add $1 surcharge. To register, 
call the KCC ofýce at (510) 525-0292.  

Class Registration: Please call the ofýce 
at 525-0292. Some classes have enroll-
ment limits; those registering will be 
notiýed if they canôt be accommodated.

Tennis Court Reservations: Res-
ervations are for weekends and 
holidays only; the earliest is 9am.  
Call the KCC ofýce at 525-0292 for 
tennis court reservation information. 
Tennis Court Fees: Residents – $2 for a 
45-min. singles reservation. Nonres: $5.

Kensington Community Center Rental 
Information: Please call KPPCSD 
(Kensington Police Protection & Com-
munity Services District) at 526-4141.

59 Arlington Avenue, Building E (Across 
the grassy ýeld above the tennis courts in 
Kensington Park), Kensington CA 94707 
kccrec@yahoo.com Å (510) 525-0292

Each June, the Outlook publishes a pic-
ture of Kensington students who will be 
graduating from high school.  Please note 
that the picture will be taken in Kensing-
ton Park on Sunday, May 2, in the after-
noon. More information will follow in the 
March and April issues of the Outlook.  

Annual Picture of High School 
Seniors in Kensington

Save the Date – Sunday, May 2

$200-300
	 Paul and Vida Dorroh	  

(in memory of Barrie Engel)  
	           Peter Lahti	

$100-200
Lisa and Carl Brodsky

Chan and Thi Tho Nguyen
The Walters Family

$50-100
Helen Betts

Helmut and Chinda Blaschczyk
Robbi and Scott Cook

Muwaffaq and Barbara Fattah

David and Susan Garfin
Walter and Gretchen Gillfillan

Dorothy Kaplan
Barbara and Hank Nelson  

Nancy Okasaki
Conway Peterson

Larry and Ann Sullivan
John and Martha Vlahos

Kristian Whitten

$25-50
Victor and Marion Bar-Din

Richard Carll
Nora Caylor

E.E. and Theo Collins
Dale Cooper

Joanne DePhillips
Michelle and Ewan Ferguson

Thomas Hibdon
Egon and Annette McCoubrey-Hoyer

Iris and Wayne Wong Lam
Kenneth and Margaret Mirk

Cameron and Leslie Reckler Moore
Patricia Quick

John and Renee Ream
Karen Rosenbaum

Ildiko Sandford
Arno Schniewind

Thanks to Our Additional Fall Fundraising Donors! 

has sixteen years experience collabo-
rating with physical therapists to treat 
orthopedic, neurological, dance and 
sports related injuries. Private sessions 
are also available. (510) 619-9223 or 
adams@bodyinaction.com. www.bodyi-
naction.com.

To register for the class, contact the 
KCC ofýce at (510) 525-0292. Seven-
student minimum. Classes are held in 
the Kensington Recreation Building 
(óEô), located in Kensington Park at 59 
Arlington Avenue.  

Located in the East Bay hills at 59  
Arlington Avenue, the Kensington  
Community Councilôs After School 
Enrichment Program (KASEP) winter 
session began on January 4 and will con-
tinue through March 19th.  KASEP will 
be closed during the Presidentsô Week 
break, Feb. 15-19. Spring registration 
will be held on Wednesday, March 3, 
in the Kensington Community Center, 
starting at 6:45pm for kindergarten stu-
dents and 7:15pm for grades 1-6.  

KCC ofýce hours are Monday-Friday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  We can be reached at 
510-525-0292 or kccrec@yahoo.com

KASEP brochures are available in 
the ofýce or at www.aboutkensington.
com, listed under childrenôs services.  

(Through January 1st)

FEB 2010

Jacqueline Sheehy
Nicki and Thomas Spillane

Barbara Tapp
Jack and Catherine Bailey Telian

(matching $25 from BofA)
Marianne and Frances Weigel
Homero and Ines Yearwood

And These Donors… 
John and Cynthia McAfee

Gordon and Sandra Linebaugh
Marvin Hugh Martin

Philip and Ellen Siegelman
Edward and Annemarie Spiller

KCC SUMMER CAMP
The Kensington Community Council 
(KCC) Summer Day Camp is for chil-
dren entering first through sixth grades 
in Fall 2009. The camp runs June 14 
through August 20, 2010, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 
pm. Campers may enroll on a weekly 
basis. Cost per week is $205. To ensure 
the best experience for each child, our 
camp has a maximum of 62 children per 
week. We employ one director, a head 
counselor, eight counselors, a tennis 
instructor, and a “specialty consultant” 
each week to work with the campers. 
Extended day care is available 8-9am 
and 5-5:30pm each day for an addi-
tional fee paid to our camp director.  

Each week the campers will enjoy:
Å Field trip by private bus to points of 
interest around the Bay Area, such as 
Scandia, Water World, the Explorato-
rium and the Jungle. 
Å Special activities such as carpentry, 
sports, dance, and cooking.  
Å Tennis with Kim Roots, three days per 
week. 
Å Games, arts and crafts, hiking, and 
fun! 

Our brochures for summer day camp 
will be mailed out and available in 
the KCC office starting in late Febru-
ary.  Weôll hold registration for camp 
on Wednesday, March 10, 7 pm, in the 
Kensington Community Center.

In the subdivision named Berkeley High-
land Terrace, the Bernard Maybeck 
family owned a large piece of property 
which they subdivided and where they 
began to sell individual lots after World 
War II. On this walk, the privately owned 
part of Purdue Avenue will be explored. 

Maybeck Estates Walking Tour Returns

Save the Date – Saturday, May 22, 10am-Noon

An original and current homeowner, Bob 
Shaner, will narrate the walk and share 
personal experiences of building his own 
home and working with the Maybecks. 
Bob will be assisted by Paul Grunland, 
leader of several East Bay historical walks.   




